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The Genealogy of Okashi

Ik B B =

Currently available dictionaries of pre-modern Japanese
(kogojiten) tend to be biased towards representing the lexicon of
classical literary texts. For example, entries under the word
okashi in such dictionaries, with one or two exceptions, give, first
of all, definitions such as (1) interesting, (2) tasteful or suggestive,
(3) superior, or (4) lovely, and only supply in last place the
definition (5) comical or funny. In some cases this last definition
is omitted altogether.

In the literature of the Heian court, especially the
Makuranososhi, noted for its thematization of okashi, the value
of okashi, together with aware, occupies a dominant position,
and in the case of this literature, it is indeed true that okashi can
be understood, as a rule, within the compass of definitions (1)
through (4) offered above. This usage of okashi remains, however,
a distinctive feature of classical narrative literature of genres
such as the nikki (diary) or monogatari (tale, recit). For other
narrative genres, eg. sefsuwa (fables, anecdotal tales), definitions
(1) through (4) of okashi are often inapplicable. Of the 94 instances

of okashi in the Konjakumonogatari, (a setsuwa-shu) for example,
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as many as 42 call for the 5th definition above. (Such examples
are especially frequent in books 24 and 28 of that work.)

The infrequent appearance of okashi with sense (5) in Heian
nikki snd momnogatari is attributable to the subject matter of
these genres. In texts of the medieval period and after, although
okashi appears in sense (1) through (4) in the archaistic prose of
the Tsurezuregusa and other texts, as an instance of bungo (the
“literary style”), such occurences elsewhere are rare, and in
general, okashi, in this period and after, always has sense (5),
“laugh-provoking” or “odd”.

In short, the word okashi has been used consistently with the
senses of “laugh-provoking”, “strange” ever since it was defined
in the early Heian lexicon Shinsenjikyo as “waraubeshi
anaokashi,” and these are its original senses. The use of okashi in
other senses in Heian literature represents a temporary
expansion of the meaning of the term in literary language.

If editors of dictionaries of pre-modern Japanese intend to
present faithfully the lexico-historical realities, they will have to
make a departure from the tradition, which dates back to the

Edo period, of inflating the importance of classical literary texts.

P EREBN P E LS ICEBEFE 2> TBY 2T AMT, »
bOLXFHEBELRITAETIEVETH, ROEZHELTE, B
LI bDRBRLTVWIE, BREIXFEOMECLEbLZ ZLitkhd L
BoTBVET, ZIVWIEZLGTESHRBR I AV VI FEEZBROALT
AlzwEBWET, EEORMEL LT, A VEFBIC L5 [ &5
EVIBDM, EIBHI—DORSGTHRVEI BRIV LET, Zhid
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—102 —



FTCIABREL SAEDN TR EIZ2DORTYH, LTI AYED
IBIHANFC LS THECRYVIZEETHL LI ZLHMEZD LB
F¥, CNEILKABATELNETON, TNV EWSFET, Thd, ki
HLELzkre, [HEHRICERZZVWITRE, ZOMOIERDHIH
NLBULLZLOBHETEWY 9, B RRWEE] id, Ric94d[E, 7
NLEWIESEDNTED T, £, Zhid. BEEEO T L —#EIC
BoTBYETOTRIENZELDOTHY ETThED, LT ZDMD
ERERELTHT NV EVLIED, o7 AVDFEEICERSZIEE
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HLTHLEVI ZLREDDHD FRATRE S, FHOEHE, EHDOX
2 ERBERY VEEDBE LS o LD BRILFRIOXFEE T, &I
LWEKRTES HAOTHRYETHLbITI Lo, TORELMEHRT HE
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BZDE3IbCIECE>TEYELT, ZL T, 2 THURIHTEWD
¥, 2OHICE MR, AEELILLEETIEROI AV HITENZ
T, Bl EEEDELVI LRV, FEBTABLI 2L T
B [HEF] tRUCESEVHDI YT, ZLTZOMIT, LK ED
R L BB EMICEVIIZ SRS T A YA, ARfLILET 30
MHDET, ZIVIHDY/IEVETINE D, 9Bl D42 £ T
ZLE [T OBRTHD T, [0l ks] eh [RE] b [TF

— 106 —



Elen, A ORERECSFNETIRE D, BET2CEENL 7
HYTT, o0 LETE, FIZIZZD [SEWER] 22 RVEHRL
BObDEDS, FAVEVIEOPLOBRIEETHS, Wi
RBEDTHY T2, ALFELEXETHY v VDR [SEWMEE] 0 &
SBLDEERBICVAETE, RLTEZIRV ARV LITRY 2T,
zhino il [SEYEE] 2 CREEVFHRLE»SZ 5250 TE RV,
rEbhznbLhgeAn, ER7hv [AK] OBRICAVSIS L
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Feige ua Mizzuximano icusa ni catte coso majeno fagiuo susugarete

gozare: sanai naraba vocaxij coto de gazaro. (BHE=ZH+2)
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