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References to The Tale of Genjiin Medieval Commentaries
to the Ise Monogatari

JOSHUA MOSTOW
Although 7The Tale of Genji (ca. 1008) was written over one hundred
years after the earliest version of the Ise monogatari (ca. 880),
commentators from the Muromachi through Edo periods occasionally
referred to Genji to explain a word or textual passage in the /se. We see
this as early as Gukensho by Ichijo Kaneyoshi (1402-1481). We also see
it in commentaries from the Sogr-Sanjonishi-ke of commentaries,
including Shomon-sho by Botanka Shohaku (1443-1527), and the
Isei-sho by  Kiyoharano Nobukata (1475-1550). However, references to
Genji 1ncrease dramatically with the Ketsugi-sho by Hosokawa Yiasal
(1534-1610) and the Shasui-sho by Kitamura Kigin (1624-1705). The
present article examines several cases where the Genji is referred to in
order to explain a passage in the /Ise monogatari and examines how
such intertextual references influenced commentators’ understanding of

the earlier text.
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