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The role of foxes in the early modern theater focusing on the
Genroku period.
MORIYA, YUMIKO

The Fox 1s an animal that often appears in Kabuki and Joruri plays.
How fox appears in the early modern theater and what kind of roles did he
played?

In this article, we stepped back and looked at the big picture of works
performed in the Genroku period (including the Hoer period) in which fox
appeared. The works in which fox appeared were frequently performed
during the Genroku period. We noted that 7suri-gitsune (one of the works
of Kyogen) have been adopted in many works. 7suri-Gitsune would had
been easy to use perhaps because the work could be incorporated into a
scene without affecting the story and since the audiences back then were
familiar with the work. According to a review in the Yakusha-hyoban-ki
(Reputation notes of Kabuki actors), foxes are commonly appearing in
ridiculous scenes. They are also characterized by poses and movements
almost danced as well as acrobatics. The bad foxes are few, except
Sessho-seki which is not an ancient Japanese fox. A kabuki actor,
Yamatoya Jinbee had a high reputation as actor playing a fox. Jinbee
might had laid the groundwork of the fox's acting.

On the other hand, in Jorurs works, there are many good foxes, but
there are less ridiculous scenes. In 7anshu-sennen-gitsune and Tenko, the
affections of the fox parent and child are depicted which no difference from
human sentiments.

Since fox had double sides as a secular animal and as a holy creature,
the audiences must had enjoyed the various appearances of the fox in those

days.
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