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Arrangement and Description of Modern Architectural Records:

A Case Study of the Otaka Masato Archive

FUJIMOTO Takako

This paper investigates the organization and description of modern architectural records through
a case of the Otaka Masato Archive, held by the National Archives of Modern Architecture, Agency for
Cultural Affairs, Japan (NAMA). Otaka Masato (1923-2010) is an architect who archived significant results
not only in the field of architecture but also in urban planning. This archive, which includes large-format
urban plans and numerous reports in addition to architectural plans and sketches, attests to the breadth of
Otaka's activities. Since its establishment in 2013, NAMA has been studying the best methods to process
materials, while continuing to collect materials and show them publicly through exhibitions. By reviewing
such processing practices, the paper examines how modern architectural records are arranged and described

so that they are more accessible to researchers and can be of use to the future.
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