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—Picturesque Light and Shade
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Out of what is in itself an undistinguishable, swarming continuum,
devoid of distinction or emphasis, our senses make for us, by attend-
ing to this motion and ignoring that, a world full of contrasts, of

sharp accents, of abrupt changes, of picturesque light and shade.®
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Every definite image in the mind is steeped and dyed in the free
water that flows round it. With it goes the sense of its relations,
near and remote, the dying echo of whence it came to us, the dawn-
ing sense of whither it is to lead! The significance, the value, of the
image is all in this halo or penumbra that surrounds and escorts it,
—or rather that is fused into one with it and has become bone of
its bone and flesh of its flesh; leaving it, it is true, an image of the
same thing it was before, but making it an image of that thing
newly taken and freshly understood®.
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If we then consider the cognitive function of different states of



mind, we may feel assured that the difference between those that
are mere ‘acquaintance’, and those that are ‘knowledges-about’ is
reducible almost entirely to the absence or presence of psychic
fringes or overtones. Knowledge about a thing is knowledge of its
relations. Acquaintance with it is limitation to the bare impression
which it makes. Of most of its relations we are only aware in the

penumbral nascent way of a ‘fringe’ of unarticulated affinities about
it™M,
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If the sensations we receive from a given organ have their causes
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thus picked out for us by the conformation of the organ's termina-
tion, Attention, on the other hand, out of all the sensations yielded,
picks out certain ones as worthy of its notice and suppresses all the

rest®,
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If, now, leaving the empirical combination of objects, we ask how
the mind proceeds rationally to connect them, we find selection
again to be omnipotent.In a future chapter we shall see that all
Reasoning depends on the ability of the mind to break up the total-
ity of the phenomenon reasoned about, into parts, and to pick out
from among these the particular one which, in our given emer-

gency, may lead to the proper conclusion(?,
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If there be such things as feelings at all, then so surely as relations
between objects exist in rerumnaturd, so surely, and more surely, do
feelings exist to which these relations are known. There is not a
conjunction or a preposition, and hardly an adverbial phrase, syn-
tactic form, or inflection of voice, in human speech, that dose not

express some shading or other of relation which we at some
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moment actually feel to exist between the larger objects of our
thought(¥,
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Suppose three successive persons say to us: ‘Wait!” ‘Hark!” ‘Look!’
Our consciousness is thrown into three quite different attitudes of
expectancy, although no definite object is before it in any one of
the three cases. Leaving out different actual bodily attitudes, and
leaving out the reverberating images of the three words, which are
of course diverse, probably no one will deny the existence of a re-
sidual conscious affection, a sense of the direction from which an

impression is about to come, although no positive impression is yet
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