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Tayama Katai’s concepts of nature

Kenneth G. Henshall*

Tayama Katai often appears to be considered a rather
erratic writer who switched melodramatically from romanticism
to naturalism to religion. His naturalist writings are similarly
often seen as an awkward attempt to amalgamate essentially
incompatible elements of subjective romanticism and objective
naturalism.

I feel this view of his literature is unkind for two reasons:
first, Japanese naturalism was not based upon the pseudo-
scientific objective naturalism of France so much as the ‘pro-
individual, anti-societal’ subjective naturalism of Germany, and
was therefore not necessarily incompatible with romanticism;
and second, while Katai’s literature certainly underwent changes,
it contains at least two major constants, namely his attempt to
relate his literature to his own life, and his reverential respect for
nature.

It is the latter that I would like to concentrate on in this

paper, and I hope to show that the changes in his literature can
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largely be attributed to modifications of his conceptual model of
nature, sometimes resulting from his own experiences but often
from the influence of Western literature and philosophy. Though
the concept of it changed, the object itself—nature—was always
present at the core of Katai’s literature, and I therefore feel that
it is more appropriate—and certainly kinder—to think of Katai
first and foremost not as a sometime romanticist, sometime
naturalist, sometime religious writer, but as a lifelong

naturocentrist.
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