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MOONVIEWING IN A FOREIGN LAND
FROM THE WORKS OF POETS WHO CROSSED THE SEA
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Through the examples of several fine poems in Chinese written
by both Chinese and Japanese poets in the mid-to late-nineteenth
century, this presentation considers the questions: how have poets
admired the moon on foreign soil? How have they described what
they felt?

To these poets, the moon was a mirror reflecting the faces of
people in their homeland. Poems written in Chinese about the
moon might be regarded as an artistic medium linking the senti-
ments of people throughout the East Asian world of letters. An
abundance of poems in Chinese were produced from the late Edo
period to early Meiji period; they merit our attention in that they
played an important historical role as expressions in a common,
international language. I hope to continue to research them as a
precious vein of ore in the history of early modern and modern

Japanese literature.
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