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Literature of the late Heian period had to reflect the social changes of that
period, though of course until early Kamakura the cultural developments
accompanying the rise of the samurai still predominantly followed the values
of the aristocracy. Honkadori poetry successfully combining the traditional
and the present became characteristic of the so-called Shinkokin period
probably because the poets endeavoured to preserve their own cultural
identity in their poetry.

However, previous honkadori research has tended to emphasize the
traditional nature of this method, and poetic expression deriving specifically
from honkadori has been disregarded as too literary. One of the objectives
of this paper is to consider the possibility of expressing personal feelings by
combining materials taken from traditional literature. I would also like to
discuss the similarities and differences between honkadori and
intertextuality, which has now become a basic concept of modern literary

theory.
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