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The music score as archives resources and its cataloging

— centering on the printed score —

UCHIDA, ERI

This paper examines the possibility of application of archives studies in the music field from the
viewpoint of printed score.

The music score is a symbolic representation of the minimum information that is essential for
performance. The music score can be roughly categorized into manuscripts by the composer him/herself and
printed scores created and published on the basis of the manuscripts. As for manuscripts, cataloging of them
as archive materials has already begun, but in many cases the preservation system for the printed scores is
not prepared, because the significance of their preservation is not yet fully recognized. However, in reality,
traces of the performers who used them are left also in printed scores. We could make clear the significance
of the preservation of printed scores possessed by prominent performers.

Furthermore, as the result of comparing the elements of description defined by the General
International Standard Archival Description, ISAD (G), with the bibliographic description of both the
manuscripts and printed scores that have already been cataloged, there were items not applicable to the
description defined in ISAD (G). Since they were concerned with the description for the list of musical
instruments indicating what kind of musical instruments would be played, we concluded that this description
item would be indispensable for music score archival. In addition, we suggested that information on the
publication form should be included when archiving printed scores.

It is important to identify the characteristics of each document group for describing the catalog.
However, comparing general description items and descriptions peculiar to music scores will increase the

opportunities to utilize music scores, especially printed scores as archives resources.





