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<EXLVIaA>
1997.9.24.
Report on the Research of Japanese Archives in the United Kingdom
WATANABE, Koichi
¥ Shiryo-kan
Department of Historical Documents
National Institute of Japanese Literature

Shiryo-kan (Department of Historical Documents) researched Japanese
Archives in the United Kingdom from 1995 to 1996. PURPOSE OF THIS
PROJECT is to identify repositories which hold Japanese archives (see below
for the definition) ;to survey the general conditions of such archival
collections; and to create a data-base for the information collected through
the above surveys, to be kept at the Department and made it available for
the future use.

CREATION DATE OF MATERIALS is as follows. In principle, the
archives created before the end of the Second World War (1945) are
surveyed. However, items created later than above date but which form part
of a collection being surveyed may not be excluded.

NATURE OF THE OBJECT MATERIALS is as follows. Format of the
materials include written documents, audio-visual archives, photographs,
cartographic materials, etc. Copies of earlier Japanese books and Emakimono, -
or scroll paintings, are, however, excluded from the research in principle,
because they do not fit in the above definition. Another reason for the

exclusion is that a research project for such materials already exists (eg

Union Catalogue of Early Japanese Books in Europe). However, such items



which form part of a collection being surveyed may not be excluded.

In this presentation, I will explain about the archives written in Japanese
in the United Kingdom, which attracted us most. Especially, I would like to
explain them from the view of their custodial history.

This presentation is based on “Report on the Research of Japanese
Archives in the United Kingdom”, Department of Historical Documents,
NIJL, 1997. In particular, I base on chapter 3 “Character and the former
researches of Japanese archives in the United Kingdom™.

Japanese archives which we surveyed on-site in the United Kingdom are
divided into 5 categories from their origin and custodial history, they are;

1. Archives of The English Factory of the East India Company in Hirado, Japan

2. Collections of Japanologists .

3. Miscellaneous archives during Tokugawa period

4. Captu;ed archives during World War I

5. Archives of British individuals and companies which had relation to Japan
Shiryo-kan (Department of Historical Documents) have started another
research of the same nature concerning Japanese archives in Europe from
1997 to 1999. We would be grateful if you could let us know about the

information on Japanese archives in Europe.
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