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I first heard of the National Institute of Japanese Literature in 1974, when on a visit to Japan
at the invitation of the Toho Gakkai ; one of my lectures on that occasion was sponsored by
the Institute. Later, at the site in Togoshi, Professor Ichiko and his staff kindly explained their
plans for the new Institute. When in 1978 I spent four months there at the invitation of the
Institute as gaikokujin kenkyiin, 1 saw those highly impressive plans being vigorously put into
practice. Not the least bold step the planners took was the adoption — for work in an otherwise
tradition-bound field — of the most up-to-date technology in order to cope with the severe
demands of cataloguing. It is a ineasure of the enormous task undertaken by the Institute as
a national archive that only computers could adequately process the results. Computers,
however, cannot do the groundwork, and this is being done magnificently, by a handpicked staff

of researchers.
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It was a great privilege to be associated for my four months as a visitor with the staff of what
is, or at least is destined to become, the nerve-centre of studies in the field of pre-modern
Japanese literature. The weekly meeting at which I had the chance to put questions relating
to my own work to a group of three or four medieval specialists was highly stimulating. (I like
to think it was instructive to them also to learn what kind of problems the foreign scholar faces
when working in medieval literature.) I for my part not only learned a great deal at the

Institute; the four months I spent there were perhaps the happiest I have ever spent in Japan.
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