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Asai Ryoi’s View of Stillbirth
Kim Haejin

The Bussetsu Jizé bosatsu hosshin innen jiokyo chiige’s A5 pE %6 O Rkx+ ERE
fi# (henceforth Jizokyo chiige) “theory of difficult labor and resentment” (£ 7252 2 7it), the
Kanmuryojukyo kusui’s #8118 EFH#EEFWK (henceforth Kankyo kusui) “theory of difficult labor
and retribution due to resentment” (£ ¥ % 35 .2 F), and the Kaisetsu monogatari/Hgjo
monogatari’s THAXWIFE « WAEWFE (henceforth Kaisetsu hojo) “giving birth to a child and
not killing” (1% 4 TRE T )5 X % H) have similar descriptions about difficult labor
and stillbirth. These three texts, the first two of which are for a popular audience and the third
of which is a work of kana-zoshi (x4 &), are all by Asai Ryoi #&H T E.

This study considers Ry6i’s view of stillbirth based on these books. The Jiiokyo chiige is a
commentary on the Jizé bosatsu hosshin innen jiokyo M pEds UK+ E#E, written in
Japan, and the Kankyo kusui is a commentary on the Kanmuryojukyo 1% & 75%%. The
Kaisetsu hojo is a Japanese translation of the Ming-dynasty Chan monk Zhuhong’s #£7%
Jiesha fangsheng wen FERX WAL (Jp. Kaisetsu hojomon). As has already been pointed out,
while the Kaisetsu hojo’s subject is based on the Jiesha fangsheng wen, the text itself is based
on the Ming-dynasty Tiantai monk Zongben’s %A Guiyuan zhizhi ji 17 EEHE (Jp.
Kigen jikishi shii).

All three of these books hold that stillbirth is karma for killing. When writing the Kaisetsu
hajo, Rydi expounds on stillbirth and the precept to not kill based on the Guiyuan zhizhi ji. In
the Jitokyo chiige and the Kankyo kusui, not only difficult labor but also miscarriage, abortion,
and early death are added as reasons for stillbirth. Furthermore, these two texts hold that
miscarriage and abortion are killing, a view apparently developed by re-using the content of the
Kaisetsu hojo.

Research has already pointed out that certain passages of the Kankyo kusui and the Guiyuan
zhizhi ji are similar. However, at present, no consideration has been given to their contexts (the
surrounding sections) while taking into account the characteristics of these two books and the
Jiiokyo chiige.

Upon considering Ry6i’s view of stillbirth based on these three books, I found that they all
hold that difficult labor and stillbirth are karma for killing, as well as teach that the precept to
not kill is for eliminating the suffering of death and rebirth. However, in the Kankyo kusui, the
emphasis is on relief by the power of Seishi Bodhisattva. In the Jiiokyo chiige, the emphasis is
on punishment for those who have committed transgressions. Finally, in the Kaisetsu hojo, the
focus is on the precept to not kill. Even though these books share the same theme, they are
written differently according to each book’s character.
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