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Eroticism in Haruki Murakami’s Killing Commendatore

Zhou Yu

Haruki Murakami is one of the most representative writers of contemporary Japan and has
gained a wide readership around the globe. He is known for his simple and straightforward
sentences, as well as for the wide diversity of themes found in his works, such as youth, romance,
historical issues, music, and Western culture. Along with these characteristics, Murakami's
works also feature a significant number of sexual depictions. However, the reasons and
functions behind this distinguishing characteristic have not been fully understood in previous
research. The examples of attitudes towards Murakami’s sexual depictions in the Chinese
mainland and in the Hong Kong SAR enable a review of this issue from an international
perspective. In 2018, Murakami's latest work, Killing Commendatore, was considered “obscene
literature” and had its purchase restricted to 18-year-olds and above in the Hong Kong SAR.
This incident evolved into a heated topic of debate at the time. Moreover, since ideology related
to sex is restricted by various laws and regulations at different levels in the Chinese mainland,
attempts to interpret literature and movies from the perspective of eroticism have been minimal.
Thus, research focusing on the eroticism of Murakami’s literary works has not yet been
conducted there. Inspired by this state of affairs, this research will put a spotlight on sexual
depictions in Murakami’s authorship by taking specific examples from his works, together with
analysis of these depictions’ aesthetic characteristics and the roles they play. This research aims
to clarify the importance of sexual depictions as a distinctive feature and an essential element
of Murakami's works.

Since this research is related to the aesthetic consideration of sexuality, it will be based on
the discourse of Georges Bataille, a prolific author on eroticism, and will also refer to Michel
Foucault's systematic discourse on the history of sexuality. Furthermore, the context of some
representative examples from Killing Commendatore will be selected and analyzed in order to
answer the question of whether or not there is something unique in the eroticism found in
Murakami's works, and in order to identify the function served by the significant amount of
sexual depictions in the development of the novel’s plot. By clarifying the functions of sexual
depictions in Murakami's works, this research seeks to add to the reception and evaluation of
Murakami's works across the world.
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