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Abstract

According to the travel and travel-related love poems
of the Manyoshi, the ancient Japanese distinguished between
two types of space: chaos and cosmos or ara and nigi.
These spacial qualities are a direct reflection of a reli-
gious dualism which distinguished between chaotic and
cosmic deities (arabugami and nigikami ). They are also
immediately related to man himself who potentially assumes
in his personality the characteristics of the space that
surrounds him. Whereas the ontological integrity of man
depends on cosmos, it faces the danger of a potential disinte-
gration in chaos. Hence the necessity to transform into a
cosmos all chaotic territory where man plans to settle or
to temporarily move through.

It follows that the religious, spacial and ontological

dualism of nigi and ara also applies to rest or home and to
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movement or travel. Home means ontologically “to be”,
travel means “not to be”. In his cosmos, man is likely to
observe the laws and rules of society and civilization,
whereas in chaos he is likely to become “morally depraved”
and to forget all about “home and family”.

In this respect, travel away from home was a highly
undesirable and potentially dangerous undertaking, carried
out, when unavoidable, only under strict observation of reli-
gious rituals and taboos. These rituals and taboos were
observed by the traveler himself and, at the same time, by
his relatives at home. These rituals aimed somewhat less
at the physical than at the spiritual well-being of the travel-
er. Travelers and his relatives often observed these rituals
by composing poetry, or accompanied their rituals with
the composition of poetry. This fact accounts, I believe, for
the relatively large proportion which travel and travel-
related poems occupy in the Manydsha.

Manyoshu travel poems often make direct references to
the religious rituals and taboos which constituted the occa-
sion for their composition. Also most poems by the travel-
ers were composed at specific geographical locations
where the ritual was required. Such places were: rivers,
mountain passes, forests, capes, islands, lakes, and ponds,
etc.

It is the purpose of this presentation to analyze a num-
ber of representative travel poems of the Manyoshi in view

of the religio-spacial and ontological dualism of are and



nigi and in reference to the places where these poems were
composed at. This approach contributes to a better under-
standing of Manyoshi travel poems. This approach also
throws light into the problem of the origin of the utamakura
or famous place in Japanese poetry and into a number of
often encountered themes of travel in classical Japanese

literature.
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