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Abstract

Most Chinese writers who were active and influential during
the twenties and thirties, known as the May Fourth Era, had
studied in Japan. These writers, like Lu Xun, Zhou Zuoren, Yu
Dafu, and Guo Moruo, all started their literary activities while in
Japan and, as a group, were soon to become the dominant force
behind the creation and development of modern Chinese litera-
ture.

It was the miracle of Japan’s success in modernization, of
which literature was an integral part, that initially impressed,
fascinated, and drew thousands of Chinese students, including
many youthful literary aspirants, to Japan in pursuit of “modern
civilization”. The objectives of this paper are to determine
whether the Japanese literary trends since the Meiji Restoration
had any impact on Chinese writers; if so, in what way, to what
extent, and why. Furthermore, since modern Japanese literature

was brought about uader strong Western influence, was the
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Japanese impact on Chinese writers important in itself or did it
serve mainly as a channel for Western impact? If it indeed served
as a channel, did it deflect or add to the Western elements ?
In dealing with these issues, I will not limit my approach to
that of literary indebtedness or literary relations in its narrow
" sense. For the writers under consideration were also intellectuals
who refused to be idle spectators in times of profound social and
political charges. They were more interested in, and cocerned
about, the practical use of literature than its intrinsic value. They
tended to believe that their literary endeavors could enlighten the
people and, therefore, contribute greatly to the process of
China’s modernization. Such being the case, it is imperative that
other external factors, such as the social conditions, political
environments, and cultural traditions of China and Japan during
that particular period be closely examined, compared, and
contrasted in the larger context of the modernization of both

countries.
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