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On Mishima Yukio’s Modern Noh Play “Yuya”
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Like some other modern Noh plays by Mishima, “Yuya”
(1959) may be evaluated as an attempt “at a kind of poetic
drama”” and “at a marriage between the drama of ideas and

2 . . .
) It is also important to note that it

the poetic drama.”
was an adaptation of a typical Noh play of yugen-gentle
splendour and graceful and subtle beauty.

The Kabuki dance play “Yuya”, which Mishimakwrote in
1955 for Nakamura Utaemon, helps us to see how he inter-

“

preted the original Noh. We may also: note there that “the
flower”, the main theme of the play, was successfully re-
presented and the feelings of the play skilfully created.
Some vulgar elements were introduced into his modern
Noh play, but it was still “the flower” that the author
intended to create by “modernizing” the purple passages of
the original. The heroine’s words and action, replacing

music, dancing and stage-setting of the classical plays, are

there to show the movement of her mind and emotion. When
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the critical climax arrives, however, she is required to act
almost like a classical Noh actor in the “iguse” scene,
characteristically paradoxical feature that the least move-
ment is the most powerful expression. It is not an easy

play to perform.

Notes : 1) Mishima Yukio Zenshu, Vol. 26, p. 143.
2) Op. cit., Vol. 35, p. 77.
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