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The Study on the Relations between
Ryojin-hisho and Henbun
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I have studied Mr. Kamo Chiyomei’s Hojoki for years
and published a book and two papers between 1978 and 1979.
This study provides me some ideas about the characteris-
tics of the Japanese Medieval literature. During studying
the situation of the tenth century, a thousand years ago, we
find a fact: The Chinese culture much influence upon the
literature of Japanese Medieval Age.

Nevertheless, there were ravages of war in T’ang Dy-
nasty, so many products of Chinese culture were buried for
many years. In early Summer of 1899, a total of twenty
thousand books were found in Ch’ien Fo Cave in Tun Huang.
Because of this discovery, many problems concerning Chi-
nese literary history can be solved.

I have always thought that the publications of the so-
called “Setsuwa-bungaku” in Japanese Medieval Age have
some relationships with the “Buddhist literature” of the Con-

tinental literature. Now when I read more about “Buddhist

% Wung Su Chien Ching (EHER) BRI A



classics”, which have been founded in Tun Huang and have
been highly regarded by the academic circle, my thought
becomes more stronger.

The reason why I work for this paper is that I find the
Ryojin-hisho seems to have any trace of the folklore liter-
ature and Kosho-bungaku. In Summer, 1980, I took a chance
to pay a visit to the Stanford University and the Princeton
University of the United States to wade into some books
about Henbun. Therefore, I have more confidence in my opin-

ion to deliver this paper.
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