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The international haiku data base

HELEN. ISAACSON*

Ten thousand haiku from the time of Masaoka Shiki up to
around 1935 have been entered into the computer, translated into
English with line by line, word by word annotations and
explanations of Japanese customs and haiku concepts, to make a
data basa reference system available in automatic rapid
reference computer form. This has been carried out by the
International Haiku Project with the support of the Netherlands
Organization for the advancement of pure Science, and its result
is entitled the International Haiku Data Base.

The purpose of this project has been to provide a large
reference tool for Westerners in their efforts at understanding
the Japanese language and culture. Japanese Kana majiri texts
have been inserted with the generous support of prof. M. Nagao
of Kyoto University, so that the haiku texts are available in two

languages. The sampling of the data includes the works of more
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than 3000 people who took part in perhaps the world’s largest
“literary” movement, explanable in terms of the unity of man
and nature in the traditional Japanese society which had its roots
in Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist thought. More than 1200 kigo
are represented, an English translation of Shiki’s Mumonkan,
and explanations of about 4500 items in his Tanehon are
included. Programming in the computer has allowed quick

indexing, editing, formatting, and compilation of selected topics.
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