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The study of classic literature in the later medieval age of

Japan: The case of Konoe Hisamichi

B 5 %

The aim of this paper is to point out some characteristics of
the methods of study in the later medieval age of Japan by
throwing light upon those lectures on Japanese classics which are
recorded in the diaries written by Masaie (1446-1503) and his
eldest son Hisamichi (1472-1505), who were the direct descendant
of the Konoes, a family of the highest social rank in Japan.

1. Masaie’s diary contains many lectures on Chinese classics.

2 . Masaie invited lectures for his eldest son, Hisamichi, and
Hisamichi did the same for his eldest son.

3. The lectures on The Kokinshu were intended to initiate
students into its secret art and knowledge, so-called
Kokindenju.

4 . Hisamichi himself sometimes gave lectures for other people.

5. Many more listeners with more varieties of standings and

callings are recorded in Hisamichi’s diary than in his father’s.
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6 . Hisamichi’s diary shows a greater number of bushi as
listeners.
7. There was a cultural salon centered around the Konoe
family.
It seems to be very significant and useful to make a
comparative study between the approach to the classical
literature in the aristocratic society of Japan and that of the

other countries in the world in the Middle Ages.
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