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Time in Basho’s haikai
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This thesis is an explication of mono (thing) and time as they
appear in the poetry of Matsuo Basho (1644-1694).

The concept of time is fundamental to Basho’s poetry, but
because Basho was a poet and not a philosopher, we can learn of
his conception of time only as it is expressed in his poetry, or in
the fragmentary records of his disciples. The speaker’s
interpretation is guided by these sources.

Basho perceives “being” in relation to time. The “being” of
a thing discloses itself only in the presence of time. Time is being.
“Being” means remaining in the present, and time is the place of
“being”.

This interpretation of time in Bashd’s poetry arises out of
the concepts of sei to do (quietness and movement) fueki-ryuko
(immutability and change) and mujo (mutability).

Sei to do can be compared to fueki-ryiko.

Unchangeable sei also reveals itself as changeable do. And

fueki in reality exists in 7yiko. If time, that is “ryiiko”, does not
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exist, the “being” of a thing conceals itself and cannot encounter
the poet. Time allows “being” to disclose itself to the poet.
“Being” reveals itself only according to time, from moment to
moment. Moment by moment, only “being” confronts the poet.
When Basho said that a poet should remain at “the moment”, he
was refering to the present.

These ideas underlie Basho’s mujokan, or concept of

mutability.
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