BERR

BENEG—=2NFR

Audience experience: Three relationships

Frank Hoff*

Theories about the reception of works of art, whether as a
reading or as a performance experience, have recently attracted
wide critical attention. Japanese culture has a unique
contribution to make in this area. Discussions of the magical
component of the act of seeing (miru), found for example in
folkloric-based theories of contemporary scholars such as Ikeda
Yasaburo or Tsuchihashi Yutaka, or the classical aesthetic of
the relation of the audience’s experience to that of the performer
as expounded in the middle ages by Zeami are but two important
Japanese approaches to performance theory.

This paper focusses on the audience experience as
established through three separate relationships. The first binds
the participant to the time and place (ba) of performance and to
the unique concatenation of events which comprise it. The second
is the relationship between the identity of the story teller
(“actor”) as himself and that of the character or characters in his

story, as this relationship is perceived by the spectator. This
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relationship is of special importance to a theatrical tradition
such as that of Japan, were the classical stage arts are, in a sense,
extensions of various storytelling arts (kafari) and the role of the
actor an extension of that of the storyteller. The final
relationship follows from the previous two and unites the
spectator and the act of seeing to the performer and the
reciprocal or mirror act of being seen. Through quotations from
Japanese scholars, critics, and those actively engaged in the
performing arts, my discussion attempts to show how broadly
based can be a theory of audience experience which draws upon

evidence found in the Japanese performing arts.
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