MRARER

EHREBEFNHEER SR

— BHEXERTOV L ODORSL—

Koda Rohan’s vision of the West:

One interpretation of Rohan’s literature.

® B8 W =

Koda Rohan occupies a unique place in the history of modern
(kindai) Japanese literature. In an age when many writers were
influenced by Western culture, Rohan created a literature which
both thematically and stylistically has its roots in the Eastern
tradition.

However, despite this, it must not be overlooked that Rohan
entertained and enormous interest in the West. His very early
novel, Ro dan-dan, published Meiji 22 (1989), is cosmopolitan in
scope, being set in New York City. In Faryi butsu, too, which
was published in the same year, one can detect a keen awareness
of the West.

Rohan’s vision of the West, as presented in these works, is
very unique. Its underlying elements will be ascertained through
analysis of the poet Tairakku in Ro dan-dan. It will also be

shown that Rohan’s experiences in Hokkaido, which amounted

*

BEHB- EEHRFRFEER

— 137 —



to an overseas sojourn of a very singular kind, can in fact be
compared to a “Westerm experience,” and Yuki fun-pun is
analysed according to this interpretation.

Lastly, it will be shown through detailed analysis of Fiaryi
butsu that the accounts of the Mormon Church in this work are

part of the story’s thematic structure.
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ARRIVE AT YOKOHAMA
Apostle Grant and Companions Now in the Mikado’s Empire.
President Snow received a cablegram today from Apostle Heber
J. Grant announcing that he and his companions arrived safely at
Yokohama last midnight. The cablegram merely stated the fact,
giving no farther particulars but those who are familiar with his
plans say that Apostle Grant will first call on the highest government
officials including the mikado himself, and will lose no time in getting
the work started in Japan.
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August 16, 1901
Dr. A. ?I?aro Okano, representing the Niroku Shinpo, a prominent
newspaper published in Tokyo, called and asked for an interview,
which was granted.
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The inhabitants of Utah now find themselves surrounded with so
much uncertainty and danger brought about by the opposition made

to the maintenance of their social organization within the limits of
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the United States, that today not only is the influx of European-
immigration there stopped, but even those who have been long
established in the district are beginning to look for the day when they
will have to move to more hospitable stores. There is nothing in the
causes of this hostility towards the people of Utah calculated to gain
the sympathy of Japan and make her dread their presence in Yesso
should they seek privilege to transfer their abades there. It is owing
entirely to prejudices with which this country has nothing in common.
Besides this, as colonists the inhabitants of Utah have proved
superior to any other class known. They form a community,
numbering over 50,000 souls, called Mormons, and follow a peculiar
religion called Mormonism, from which they derive their name.
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