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The symbolist in Ibuse’s Ko:

Anthony V. Liman*

Ibuse’s Koi (Carp) is an important story, one that offers a
key to the understanding of the dense symbolism of his later
works. His craft was still in the making when he wrote it and the
seams and stitches that are skillfully concealed in mature stories
like Henro yado (Pilgrim’s Inn) can be detected here and there by
a careful eye. Western readers usually perceive the story as a
‘charming little tale’, or perhaps as a naive esquisse by a young
writer.

Although the story is slight in volume and the author himself
admits that it was written in one night - almost in ‘one flowing
sweep of the brush’ as Kobayashi Hideo suggests - it is a text of
poetic rather than prosaic intensity, a prose - poem of great
artistic sophistication. Far from a naive youthful sketch, the
story appears to me as a careful and subtle polemics with certain
symbolist techniques confronting Ibuse as a young artist.

My paper analyzes possible echoes of Western symbolism in

Koi and examines Ibuse’s unique compromise between Western

* Anthony V. Liman" b o> b RZEH#EZ
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and Japanese techniques of symbolic representation.
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