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Sekkyo texts and the concept of “oral literature”

Susan Matisoff*

Particularly in the earliest manuscripts and printed editions of
Sekkyo-bushi texts, there are abundant traces of earlier proces-
ses of oral composition. However, it is misleading to use the term

“oral literature” (&%) to describe such works. Clearly
they are written and / or printed works rather than “oral litera-
ture.”

My presentation will discuss (a) instances of residual “orality”
in the texts, such as the prevalent use of oral formulas, motifs,
set expressions and lists, and (b) evidence of awareness of liter-
acy and instances where literacy (or the lack thereof) is a
factor in the advancement of plot.

My discussion will address some of the issues raised in Walter
Ong’s book Orality and Literacy, Methuen and Co., Ltd., London,
1982. Examples will be drawn primarily from early Sekkyo texts

of Karukaya, Oguri Hangan and Sansho Dayi.
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