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Concerning Tsurumine Shigenobu’s Gogaku Shinsho

(/NI E| B

The Gogaku Shinsho (“New Treatise on the Study of Lan-
guage”), published in the fourth year of Tenpo (1833) in two
volumes, is known as the first Japanese grammar to be composed
under the influence of Dutch grammars. Shigenobu had earlier
published, in the 13th year of Bunsei (1830), a single page leaflet
under the title Gogaku Kyiri Kuhon Kukaku Sokatsu Zushiki (“A
General Scheme of the Principles of [the Japanese] language in
Nine Classes and Nine Cases”), and the Gogaku Shinsho is a more
detailed exposition of the scheme outlined there.

Shigenobu’s nine classes comprise Jittaigen (nouns), Kyotaigen
(adjectives), Daimeigen (pronouns), Rentaigen (participial adjec-
tives), Katsuyogen (verbs), Keiyogen (adverbs), Setsuzokugen (con-
junctions), Shijigen (prepositions), and Kandogen (interjections).
His nine cases are the Nominative, Genitive, Dative, Accusative,
Ablative, Vocative (these six are the set of Taigen Joji) and the
Present, Past and Future (these three are the set of Yagen Joji).

Shigenobu’s learning was very extensive, ranging over the
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fields of Japanese, Chinese, Sanskrit and Western studies, and he
authored numerous works concerning each of these. In the area
of linguistics alone, one can cite, in addition to the afore-
mentioned texts, his Samashikyo (1 B 38 $3) , Gogaku Hituju

(GEFER) , Jindai Mojiko (##RXF%) , and Zoho Tuisei
Seigo Kanazukai (FEHIARRKIERRAE) , on Japanese linguis-
tics, the Shibun Ruigo (F¥3C3ERE) , Jukugo Joshiki (BZEER)
and Joji Yoho (Bi&ER#:) on Chinese, the Inkyo Kuju (88550
%) , Inkys Densho (RBSEEE) , Kuwo Kujuki (WFOZEL)
and Shogaku Jibohyo (/N¥FFFEFE) on Chinese phonology, the
Shittan Hituju (FEE%$Z) , Bongo Shin’yaku (RFE¥TF) , and
Shittan Senryakusho (FEEIZBEPY) on Sanskrit, and the Gar-
amatika Gogaku (¥ 2~ F H38%¥) , Yobun Honyaku Benran (3
XEIFUEE) , Yogo Haishoka (FEEEEFHI) , Ran'on Kanazu-
kai (BMIE{RFH) , Hayabiki Ranjitsi (F5|M¥&) , and Oran-
da Jukugoshu (FIBE#AEESE) concerning Western (Dutch) linguis-
tics.

The approach to Japanese lingustics adopted by Shigenobu in
his Gogaku Shinsho (FE¥%1&) shows evident similarities to
that of his studies not only of Dutch but of Sanskrit, as well.
Thus, while there is no question that the Gogaku Shinsho (B
#E) is directly influenced by Dutch grammars, the close rela-
tionship between this work and its author’s studies of Chinese
phonology and Sanskrit should not be overlooked. The purpose

of this paper is to examine this relationship.
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