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Shosanka in the Manyoshu and Songshi in the Shijing

— ‘Invention’ during the Period of Formation of the State —

Much outstanding comparative research has been devoted to the
Manyoshu (MYS) in relation to Chinese literature,yet for the most part
such research has centered on detailed comparison of diction in the MYS
and the Wenxuan. There have been fewer studies comparing the MYS
with the Shijing (“Canon of Song”), the primordial text of the Chinese
literary tradition, and little attention has been paid to the relation of
influence in terms of literary invention as grounded in the historical
reality and social formations.

The present study focuses on the sanka and songshi (eulogies or hymns)
which, respectively, occupy important places in both anthologies, and
seeks to clarify the relation of influence, and the differences, from the
perspective of history and social formations. Concretely, First the defini-
tion and scope of sanka and songshi is determined and classifications of
each by content are proposed. On the basis of these classifications, poetic
invention ini ‘both anthologies is examined with respect to five areas: (1)

respect for tzan (“heaven”) vs. imperial divinity, (2) virtual, ritual and filial
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piety vs. the concept of chisuininzan, (3) concepts of eternity, (4) internal
aspects of praise for the beauty of the land, the capital and the palace
gardens, and (5) wavering of belief with enshi (songs of satire or resent-
ment).

The results of these comparisons can be summarized as follows: (a)
influence of the concept of revering tian in the Shijing can be discerned
in the concept of divinity in the MYS hymns. (b) the notions of imperial
divinity and the concept of the emperor in the MYS are variants of the
songshi notion of the emperor as a divine mortal through exercise of
virtue, ritual and filial piety. (c) the notion of imperial divinity, an
extension of chisuininzan, is due to the influence of Confucian thought. (d)
notions of eternity apparent in the MYS sanka have elements in common
with those of songshi, and influence of Chinese literary expression can be
seen therein, but differences in content and perspective are also evident.
(e) praise of the beauty of the land, the capital and palace gardens in the
MYS show similarities to the Shijing, but the descriptive focus differs,
with sanka oriented towards peripheral scenery, while the songshi fore-
ground the majesty of buildings. (f) both anthologies include exski but the
object and degree of satire differs.

In conclusion, the above observations suggest that while the two anthol-
ogies appear at different times, both are literary products of the period of
formation of the state, and have much in common. That relation is not
simply one of similarity, but may be considered an effect of direct and

indirect influence.
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