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Chinese Classical Esthetics and

the Formation of Japanese Views of Natural Beauty
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Japanese traditional esthetic views of “nature” were formed during the
age of the Manyoshfi. Nature as represented in the songs of the Nikonsho-
ki and the Kojiki differs clearly from nature as it appears in the
Manyoshii.

Chinese classical esthetics had a role in the formation of the Japanese
esthetic of nature. Two effects of this are apparent in the terms “hitoku”
and “choéshin.”

The former of these is exemplified in a phrase attributed to Confucius,
“The wise take pleasure in water ; the kind, in mountains.” What is
involved here is the esthetically motivated analogy between some feature
of a natural phenomenon and a specific human virtue. The phrase in
question here is cited in condensed form in a poem by Otomo Ikenushi,
and appears transformed in another poem by Kose no Tayasu.

The spirit of “choshin” (“expansiveness”) is characteristic of the Six
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Dynasties age and refers to a mindful enjoyment of nature. The term may
be found in poems by Wang Xi-zhi and Sung Bing, for example, and
reappears, transformed, in poems by Otomo Yakamochi and Fujiwara no

Mari.
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