FROEMAFXFMRAESHMARE (1988.11.12)

KEEXoodbon [ v & ]
— R EIR IR BB ElDEV—

‘Tki’ in Kabuki
—Sukeroku in Kamigata and Edo—

Emi SCHINZINGER*

ERE]

In his work “the structure of ‘Iki’”, Kuki Shiizdo mentions Sukeroku as
an example of ‘Iki’. During my study of the term ‘Iki’, I have found many
other sources saying that Sukeroku represents the ideal of ‘Iki’. I examine
the question . “Why is Sukeroku regarded as ‘Iki’?”

Though Swukeroku Yukarino Edozakura is one of the most famous
Kabuki plays in the Edo-style, it originated in Kamigata (Kyoto/Osaka),
where it was at first a love-suicide drama in both Joruri and Kabuki.
When Sukeroku was brought to Edo by Danjuro II, the play was radically
alterned. It is since that point, that Sukeroku came to be considered an
example of ‘Iki’.

Since only the Edo Sukeroku is said to represent ‘Iki’ and Kamigata
Sukeroku not, a comparison of those two different types of Sukeroku
plays should show some elements of the ‘Iki’ aesthetic. I compare the
structures of the play and the different characters across a variety of

roles. Then I compare the results with the definition of ‘Iki’ that Kuki
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Shiizo gives. Only the qualities found in Edo Sukeroku are comparable to
the criteria Kuki consider essential for the definition of ‘Iki’, but they are
of course not exhaustive.

‘Iki’ is a term with a broad spectrum of meanings, covering customs
and fashions to principles of life. The Edo Sukeroku obviously fifs within

the bounds of this aesthetic.
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