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Kurohon (black-cover books), Aohon (blue-cover books)
and Joruri Picture Books
—The Kurohon, Battles of Coxinga—
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Coxinga (1624—62) who tried to restore the Ming empire, had a Chinese
father and a Japanese mother. Chikamatsu Monzaemon used his life story
as the basis of the Joruri play The Battles of Coxinga first performed in
1715, it was a great success, running for more than 17 months and was
soon playing in Kabuki as well.

In the mid-eighteenth century kurohon (black-cover books)and aohon
(blue-cover books)were popular as simple picture books for general
readers. They told stories of legends as well as used material from Joruri
and Kabuki theatre. These genre have not been studied much until
recently when some modern editions have been printed.

The Kurohon The Battles of Coxinga(pictures by Torii Kiyomitsu,
published in the 1750s—1760s)is a digest of act two of the original play.
However, when we compare it with the picture book (ekon) Battles of
Coxinga(dates ?, in Tokyo Univ. Main Library) and the Joruri ezukushi

(picture book) Battles of Coxinga(dates?, reprinted in Nihon shomin
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bunka shiryo shusei, Vol.7), there are some important differences.
Through this comparison I analyse the particular characteristies of the
kurohon genre.

Finally, I compare the Coxinga legend across several genre of popular
picture books in 18th century Japan.
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