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Du Fu's chan Wang and Basho

o B

As is well known, Basho is significantly influenced by Du Fu in
both ideological and literal senses. Thus, there are several relations
found between Basho’s Oku no Hosomichi and Du Fu's poetics. In
particular, we may observe that in Oku no Hosomichi, there are two
remarkable respects which have a close relation with Du Fu's Chun
Wang. One is found in the very first phrase of Oku no Hosomichi,
" (1) “yuku-haru ya torinakiuo no me wa namida”
which appears to be based on the fllowing poem in Chun Wang:
(2) “gan shi hua jian lei hen bie nizo jing xin”

The other is the verse which Basho cited in order to describe the
sight when he saw the Fujiwara’s ruins Hiraizumi:

(3) “guo puo shan he zai cheng chun cao mu shen”

Basho’s version that must correspond to (3) is as follows:

(4) “Kuni yaburete sanka ari shiro haru nishite kusa aomitari”

Now it is important to note that these similarities actually indicate
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Basho’s uniquness in interpreting Du Fu's spirit. So in this paper,
we will compare Du Fu's original poems and Basho’s versions from
several points of view and then consider Basho’s uniquness and his
attitude of life.

First of all, let us discuss the case (1) and (2). As has been often
argued, the problem in this case is to decide the subject of both
Jian lei and jing xin. One possibile interpretation is that the subject
of these predicates should be the poet himself. This is originally
suggested by si ma guang in song in si ma wen gong shi hua and
has been largely accepted in the literature so far. For example, the
interpretations accepted in Di shi ji zhi and Du lu ji jie, which are
considered to be read by Basho, are apparently based on si ma
guang’s claim. Furthermore, in the educative program “Kanshi”
by Nihon Hso Kyokai (NHK) and textbooks used at highschools,
we can see that si ma guang’s claim 1s still accepted. On the other
hand, Basho considers the subject in question should be not the
poet, but birds and flowers. In my opinion, Basho's suggestion

seems to be the case and may reflect Du Fu's spirit corectly. For
Du Fu's regarded nature as the thing which has emotion, and Basho
also believed that natural things, which are the moon, the flowers,
the pine-trees and the bamboos, have life as well as a human
nature.

Next we will discuss the case (3) and (4). It appears that these
verses express both the pariotic sentiment and the sorrow of the

impermanence of worldly things.
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