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Kanshi in the Edo Period and Realism

Marguerite OYA *

Kanshi (“Chinese poems”) writing in the late Edo period, being
influenced by “song poesy”, was aimed to reproduce the realaity
as faithfully as possible. But the very characteristic of Japanese
kanshi itself contained elements which would be incompatible with
realism. This is to say, to depict Japanese daily life, words which
were not everyday language and expressions, which were related
to China’s natural features and Chinese way of life, had to be used.

For my study, how poets of the late Edo period surmounted
this difficulty I selected in a first step two zekku of Rikunyo
Shonin and Kan Sazan. By comparing these two with several poems
of So Shoku, Y6 Banri and Han Seidai, I examined, in which form
the influence of “song poesy” appeared in Japanese kanshi and
what makes the poems of Rikunyo Shonin and Kan Sazan still so
different.

Since in the writng of kanshi there were many restrictions imposed
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on the usage of words, the Japanese poets had to concentrate even
more on the relationship between expressions and reality. This
peculiar attitude will appear through the forementioned comparison.
Beside the consideration of the relation between kanshi and realism

itself, this seems to be a very interesting matter.
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