FICERBENFHEESHEREK (1989. 11. 10)

IRXEICETS [KiEFHE] ZEDORH
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“Suikoden”, a novel in colloquial Chinese, was brought to Japan
during the early Edo period and was used first mainly as a teaching
text for Chinese interpreting. With the monks of the Obaku sect
and Chinese interpreters setting in central Japan, mandatory
comments on Chinese pronunciation for the elimination of Japanese
flavor in kanshi writings suddenly increased. Scholars of Chinese
classics took a growing interest in colloquial Chinese literature.
Special attention should be paid to the activities of Okajima Kanzan,
who was working as a Chinese interpreter at that time.

About 1720 the Kamigata area became temporarily the cetner for
studies of colloquial Chinese stories. Beginning with “Suikoden”,
several translations and commentaries were published, and thus
spread among the ordinary readers as well. Furthermore, these
eventful stories and their plots abounding in romance blew a fresh

breeze into the literary world of the Edo period, which had begun
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to stagnate, and a boom in colloquial Chinese novels occurred.
Several adaptions of “Suikoden”, in which only the names of places
and characters were transplanted into Japan, were published. There
was even extensive textual criticism of “Suikoden”. Such a develop-
ment certainly had a great impact on the appearance of yomihon,
which monopolized the literary world during the late Edo period.
It finally even gave birth to the longest romance in the history of
Japanese literature, “Nans6 Satomi Hakkenden”.

Form the overall structure down to the comopsition of small
scenes, we can detect throughout “Hakkenden” traces of “Suikoden”.
In spite of this influence there is no other literary work which
displays the author’s individuality so clearly as “Hakkenden”. The
magic world unfolded in the novel, the deliberate hint at an idea
of utopia, the compilation on an early modern novel theory-all this
made “Hakkenden” a unique literary work, which was not confined
to morality or discourse on the principle of causality.

Based on earlier research, I would like to consider in this paper
the above-mentioned subject from the viewpotint of comparative

literature.
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