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A PERSONAL VIEW OF THE HISTORY
OF POEMS ABOUT INSECT CAGES
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Insect cages appear as an image in Heian literature--the best
known example, perhaps, is the story, “Mushi mezuru himegimi”
(“The Lady Who Loved Insects”) from Tsutsumi chunagon mono-
gatari. During the Edo period, insect cages frequently served as
a subject matter for poetry, both popular (haikai, senryu and
kyoka) and classical (waka, kanshi). Insect cages were associated
with autumn, and added a poetic charm to the season. Poems
about insect cages typify the Japanese tendency to appreciate
nature within the context of daily life. By feeling sympathy with
the insect restrained in the cage, the poet or reader could experience

a heightened sense of the sadness of the season.
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