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THE RECEPTION OF JAPANESE LITERATURE
AMONG KOREAN MODERNISTS
THE CASE OF YI SANG AND YOKOMITSU RIICHI
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Yi sang was a korean modernist who wrote poetry and fiction
during the period of Japanese colonization of Korea. Yi sang’s
relation to Japan is unique: because he believed in the idea of
universal modernity he was able to escape from the ambivalence,
the aspiration and enmity, that other Korean intellectuals felt
toward Japan. It seems, in fact, that through this idea of modernity
he forcibly tore into and transformed the modernist literature of
Tokyo and of Japan. As a language cut off, as it were, from its
nationality, the Japanese that Yi Sang wrote in was a counterpart
to the universality of modernity.

Yi Sang’s association with the literature of Yokomitsu can be
narrowed down to three points: the department store poems, the

poems about problems with a lover and the series of prose poems.
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Through the motif of the revolution in the sense of sight, Yi Sang’s
love poems are in sympathy with the characteristics of the drama
of the gaze and the psyche as landscape seen in the new sensualist
style of Yokomitsu Riichi. In his prose poem series, Yi Sang is
in sympathy with the movement toward a revolution in prose style
emblematized by Yokomitsu’'s work, “Kikai” (“Machine.”) Yi
Sang’s poems bring to light the essence of the idea of the differen-
tiation of sight that is considered difficult to see in Yokomitsu.
Due to the very fact that in his modernist poems he accepted
Japanese literature directly and indeed to excess, Yi Sang clearly
points out the possibilities of Japanese modernist literature and

the way that it should be.
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