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MUSICIANS OF THE IMPERIAL COURT
A CROSS SECTION OF MUSIC HISTORY
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The performance of music at court during the Heian and Kamakura
periods was largely in the hands of the court nobles, and supported
from below by a class of professional musicians known as jige-

gakunin.

Ability in shitka-kangen, the composition of Chinese and Japanese
poetry and performance on the musical instruments of gagaku,
was indispensable for the nobles of the time. Along with poetry,
music was not simply a part of their social cultivation or recreation,
but rather a prerequisite for the performance of their official court
duties. Illustrations of this are cited from entries in such sources

as Kokon Chomon-ju.

Mention is made of a number of individuals prominent in the

field of literature who are also important in music history, such

*FUKUSIMA Kazuo LHEEAZEHIE, LHXEIATEEHER, WEF 0 [HEHKZE]L
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as Fujiwara no Suemichi (1094?-1159-?), the priest Henjo (Yoshimine
no Munesada, 816-890), Fujiwara no Kinto (966-1041), Minamoto
no Tsunenobu (1016-1097), Fujiwara no Tadazane (1078-1162), etc.
Other figures known primarily for their significance in music history
are mentioned; these include Fujiwara no Moronaga (1138-1192),
Fujiwara no Takamichi (1166-1237), and his descendants, which at
the time formed one of the hereditary family groups responsible

for performance on the biwa (lute).

Next, mention is made of the necessity of viewing gagaku and
shomyo (Buddhist chant) as a single entity during this period, as
well as of the nature of the class of professional musicians, jige-
gakunin, mentioned above. Examination is also made of the
opportunities for the performance of kangen (instrumental gagaku
performance without dance), such as gyoyu, at which the nobles
took the central place in performance. The paper concludes with
an introduction to the performance style called nokorigaku, which
is a distinctive method of performing kangen that developed at

these performances.
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