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A Study about karakoromo

The actual situation and history of the poetic word

KOEom T

Karakoromo has been used as a poetic word since the Manyo
period. Since the Heian period the word has lost most of its
original meaning and has come to be used more as a decorative
expression for introducing words associated with clothing.

However, I wonder if that is really the case. In the collection
of poems in poem 952, volume 6, of the Manyoshu, the Kara of
Karakoromo is not the Chinese Kara, but the Korean Kara. The
Kara in the Manyoshu usually means the Korean peninsular.
When you examine the six poems carefully, you see that the
poems are, in fact, about Karakoromo. Consequently, the truth
comes to light. That is, that the Karakoromo was a kind of an
overcoat that was sewn in autumn, that it was about 7,10 in
length and that it was normally worn inside-out in the front. It

came from the Kofuku which was worn by the northern barbarians
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the period before.

Secondly, Karakoromo in the Kokinshu is also not merely
associated with clothing. Here it is a poetic word based upon the
actual Karakoromo. From this we know that the word was used
as live rhetoric. Then, from the Kokinshu era the word Kara was
used to mean China instead of Korea and took on a Chinese
image. Furthermore, it seems, as is evident from the expression
‘tamotoyutakani’ (No. 805), that it had come to mean wide-
sleeves and not tight-sleeves.

Therefore, from this we see that the word Karakoromo,
which until now was thought to have been either the Kara dress
from China or to have been used without actually knowing its
true meaning, is in fact, used in its true meaning within poetry.
It 1s used as live rhetoric. Consequently, it is now possible to
clearly interpret those expressions which have till now been

unclear on the basis of this.
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