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The close relation between gunki-monogatari (martial narratives)
and setsuwa (tales) was pointed out long time ago. For instance,
the theory of the gunki-monogatari is that they are composed of
tales, and organized in the style of chronicles: many of the
gunki-monogatari are based on various tales; people’s creativity
gives them a lively tone by means of tales. And these are certainly
true of Heikemonogatarti.

The great number of Heikemonogatari versions seem to imply
the wide range of themes the people in the medieval age sought in
Heitkemonogatari, as well as its forms in the period of transition.
I'd like to take up its most characteristic version, Gempeijosuiki,
and see how the tales function in them, to analyze its characteri-
stics as a literature.

In Gempeijosuiki tales are generally lengthened or added with

other tales. As a result, in some cases, the story divert from the
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context ; or the logic of the story is left to the readers with some
choices owing to the numerous examples. We have long underrated
these as a divertion of the plot. Yet in Gempeijosuiki tales serve
not only as materials but as a device to organize a story. It
seems as if Gempeijosuiki had tried to dissimilate and comment
on the well-known Hetkemonogatart, to construct its own world,
just as similes and metaphors enliven sentences with unexpect-
edness and series of images.

In the history of gunki-monogatari, Gempeijosuiki is said to
occupy a position between Heikemonogatari and Taihetki. I'd like

to analyze the point, too, through the function tales.
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