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A STUDY OF BUDDHIST IMAGE
UNVEILING CEREMONY [KAICHO ]

Parodies in Edo Period Popular Fiction
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As Nakano Mitsutoshi has already pointed out in “Mitate Ehon
no Keifu” (Gesaku Kenkyu, Chuo Koronsha, 1981), the beginnings
of early modern parodies was Ehon Mitate Hyakkacho. Since then,
I have paid particular attention to parodies of kaicho, which began
with Takaraawase no ki in 1774, in the parodies which were
published in large numbers in keeping with the vogue for parody
during the Edo period and in kibyosh:i with their high tendency to
parody.

Three years after this first takaraawase gathering, an exhibition
of ‘preposterous miraculous treasures’ [tonda reiho] was held at
Hirokoji in Ryogoku. This explains the existence of the brief
narrative, “Kaicho” (Futatabi mochi, 1773) which transmits the

historical background in which takaraawase with its parody of
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kaicho and exhibitions of tonda reiho appeared. It is highly likely
that what appeared in the overlapping of the vulgarization of kaicho,
which tended to see everything as tonda reiho, and Edo’s predilec-
tion for parody was the parodies of kaicho in popular fiction.

The following is a list of parodies of kaicho in chronological
order : Takaraawase no ki, 1774 ; Kaicho tonda reiho ryaku engi,
1777 ; Minari daitsujin ryaku engi, 1781 ; Kyobun takaraawase no
ki, 1783 ;Sa okaicho 1784 ; Shintai kaicho ryaku engi, 179 ;
Okkabuse morono kaicho, 1797 ; Kaicho engi no sakariba, 1801 ;
Nomikonda reiho engi, 1802 ; Kuraisho, 1813 ; Giengi, 1818 ; Odoke
engi, 1837. In addition, there are a great many examples of
popular fiction which contain episodes of tonda reiho.

Kaicho parodies can be broadly classified into the following
categories : the takaraawase type, the tonda reiho type, and the
engimono type which places more emphasis on prose than pictures.
In this presentation I would like to discuss @ the classification and
meaning  of kaicho parodies and @ the strategies employed in
parodying kaicho. I believe that in the latter the spirit of playful-
ness, which is slighted in Japan’s modern literature, the use of
tradition in literature, and observations concerning the properties

of things will become clear.
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