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PEOPLE AND NAMES
One aspect of MORI Ogai’s historical literature

Emmanuel LOZERAND *

MORI Ogai’s historical novels and chronicles place emphasis on
names, particularly people’s names.

This paper examines different attitudes toward the names of
characters in his works. For example, some characters place great
importance on their names while others keep their distance, even to
the point of abandoning them. Still other characters intentionally
manipulate their names, search for names or play games with their
names.

These paper analyses the literary function of people’s names in
Ogai’s works, noting that one criterium for distinguishing between
the author’s novels and chronicles is in the different way he treats
names. MORI Ogai also emphasizes the significant role that names

play in genealogies, lists and other places where group of names
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are found. Names are also linked with such rhetorical figures as
“fukusen” and “kurinobe”. Clearly, the choice of one or more
appellations among the several names that people were given before
the Meiji Restoration is a key to understanding Ogai’s work.
Focusing on several works = SAHASHI Jingoro, Gojiingahara no
katakiuchi, Sansho dayu, GYO Genki, Kanzan Jittoku, and SHIBUE
Chusai = 1 will endeavor to explain the relevance and importance

of this neglected dimension of MORI Ogai’s historical literature.
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