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KODA ROHAN'S ICHISETSUNA AND
YUMIYA NO IE

Triangles, Transitions, and the Problem of Modernity
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Starting with Futabatei Shimei’'s Ukigumo (The Drifting Cloud,
1887—89), which is often mentioned as the first “modern” novel in
Japan, one finds in Japanese literature a considerable number of
works whose main themes concern triangular relationships. Koda
Rohan, whom I consider one of the most important modern writers
despite his reputation as an “anti-modernist,” dealt with quite a
few situations involving a single woman and several men, beginning
with his debut work, Tsuyu dandan (Dewdrops, 1889). In
Ichisetsuna (One Moment, 1889), Rohan for the first time consid-
ered a triangular relationship, based on the legend of Ikutagawa--a
tale also adapted later by Natsume Soseki and Mori Ogai. This
legend tells of a woman whose inability to choose between two
equally qualified suitors leads to her suicide. Eight years later,
Rohan gave a very different version of the same legend in Yumiya

no ie (An Archer’s House, 1897). The purpose of this paper is to
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introduce the problem of modernity in Rohan’s works by comparing

his two distinctly different adaptations of the legend of Ikutagawa.

In Ichisetsuna, Rohan makes the two Ainu rivals, Fuure and
Retari, polar opposites in personality, and offers a Romantically
dramatic ending which transforms the deathly symmetrical triangle
of the original legend into a productive, asymmetrical triangle.
Here the Dionysian Fuure’'s decisiveness in severing his present
from his past is celebrated. In Yumiya no ie, however, no happy
solution is offered, and Oriyo, the woman who is to maintain the
tradition of her father’s school of archery, grows increasingly
unhappy. Like Ibsen’s A Doll’s House (famous at the time in
translation as Ningyo no ie), Yumiya no ie presents a woman's
awakening to a new reality: in Oriyo’s brave new world, progress
has lost its original purpose and history comes to a halt. For
Rohan, the era which we consider the advent of Japanese moder-
nity--the 1890s--marked the closing of Japan’'s true window onto
modernity: the 1870s and 1880s, a unique and fleeting period when

ideals were realistically envisaged and freedom was tangible.

SHIZ, BEAISIHYMATE) TTHREO—MWMIZOVWTBEHLENS, 2
DEEDT—<THAARLEEROBBEIZONVWTEZTVWELWERVWE T,

4 /A/I=ER
HTIEOIZ, BETEHDITH., F—~<—D [41)T7v F] »65[HL7:
WEBWET, PO TALTHATANEDECOREE LD LHIOPT, T

—112—



SF LWRIMEASHRITONTWELEZA %R, A= —ZRDLHIII/LEZED
T9,
(haAT7RETHATROWED) HbhHoTWEHEEFIX, brHLE
LOLFEPEEDRD, FREPITE L) LTEE o7z, FHITFICF
AXAT, ¥0FEFTT (INER), ALELIILAES, EABT
DH, FELLDD, HLITARVWEER2BL) L TH S,
(RE—R, SEERE. MREAEELEL, FA—O2Z])
B L LEOFEIIRZ TVD L ZANFHHAVDTTH, =20 DI,
RO WIREPSEALTHON, FRICEBRLEINS IR VF—|IHRT
BLMINTHBZERFE-TVIET, ADBBHIZEDRT, EhrEL LY
BSZEDBTERWEZ A, BFDOMERS LREDFHEN, HEORKRH,S
EY AN TV EERIIMEH (MZEEH) T, BE, XEHFOALR LT
BERBEEFELILETO I [ER/ER] L) TENEbRETH, 2oz
FITERL RHE Lo ABOER ZFE-TVRH LV 2L TEET, &
DAZFITFLREAOEKYFE [KWE] Tid. RO LI IELATVWE T, &
EOE, AHIOBICEBRLZ R EFEATHE Lz, EREMBLVIZA
DFEZENPLLICFERISKIBELTEY ., ZAPH5W 5 HICBWTHLDITE
72O, MEHFLEMRELCTVEOE, BEISEIRT, ZADBITRELET,
MR TWEKEE ) FXFLUTABIIRERSL ) LVHIDTT, Ll
ANDFRZFERKBIZHHR L, COEERLFEDEAE RN ZZAMR
DEEETED T A REIEZ I T [EADUALFEHRITTAZOED, 4
HONREZEDOHRZDIFY ] Lo TERINCEEHET, ZADBEL IhiiE-
T, ZEBELPERDET, ARSI ZADBEIIUZOENDERIZETHN,
FTANNVERIIAAMET 22 122D FT, FROBAENESLE=ZAD—A
2RO ELT, MEPZOABD=AMFEEOEHTHROE S oTND
I, ZOHLETHELNBRIIEICRERLZELEEZEFTL, 20k
) REFRERSFIHATIBLVWEEDNE T, ZROLZWIADE L,

—113—



EREETD LN VAL DZADOEENIL, KEL VI UZORE (F21X“%")
RETHEHUTE, L), £ (&, SiF) LEE (LK, BR) LOERE?Z
HWRTHIENOHEEoTVET,, EMPENHELLU EORE TS R LNk,
ERIEOERLE)IERIZEHLEINLDTY,

COERN DD VARHE THICL T, BHERIZSOOEREHE TV,
BE224E D [—FIBB] 2T =2D/NRD ) bOREOEM (BE, 22T
[—RIIR] LERDIZZORBOERZTEERTS) LHEBE=THE0 [HFE
HIN] (% [BE0OR] L%E, 22T’k [BEOR] LK) T, ZRE0
REZDVTOERDOERE ZOHNT, ZOEREHES ) LI DI T,
MNEZBT2Z O, BEORZ ER] 2BRT2LEI NS TY,

— 3 B
%9 [—HI] »oBAVIZLET, AR, 74 XOMNIZ50 L)
WABY, N2 EHEINDZADEENL LBV EFETWEY, hit
DIZBCHMZA YT VRT, ) NERHCERNZES L& IZibr:, &
BLRBEETT, 250 ZOERMZZAZRE L L) ICRTICEoTWE L,
HHLABLEPPBETHERLE)IZENL TS E, NP ERL, BYE
WO B7200bRIIMBATLIV, FRWEZEEZIT, TRIROVSH
INMITCETHEYVEL, 251082 HVIT, BrVSEINOFET
ZHEMIABLETA, 2L LB ELO LRI, h-hoEEOEEZ A
WD, BEPRELATT, HBHEINOEFH, N2 ) ORDH ZEY
P05 E, SINIREOANZREIMGOTRIBOREHMBL, EHtdHB
THELTVBDTL, SIHLEHICT VRAEET Y, BIKZ [—FIHR]
MAP—Y -2 BRAIETVET T, N PENRERTA LTS FIFE,
BHPRENVFEVENEBECE T, €I Ao THRD 5D NERD—FIIE,
25NEEOBENREELHBNT, CANDFELELZEHLLIE LTS,
25, FO—FII, S NFEFEZE, (S22 IR\, SISO

—114—



wee k| Ly, BRIERIC—ELIT, [(BIARAAR. BESHRAS
K] LD FREEORHAMOHEEITLEL LI T,
ERDSERII—ETIODTMEEL R oDk, 22005 [HEZOI1Z] L.
MEHRLAZZLIZBET Y ET, (BHEHIC [EES2LE2TILIREICED
BT, rEloKatE LizbbiREth Lif. BIRFZLLOIIED
NL., BEALLLTEILEBDDHEZD, | LDHB,) Bikofiirs, hiz
N EDRFBBIZLDMLABEDEENLDLHNY , I TRIBBHL LTORENESE
BL) AEBAEY T, T2, UKD [HZ2TOK] YINEETILICEoT
ER o725 ) NORKT], BEDATRZERTY, I TRHEHICHTL
LKEDEAMELEINALT, LLBAFIHFEERINTT, L T—FEE
RO, S)NVESOBERFICRAESE, BELHE,OSYVEELZL V)
ZLTY, CNOBHLEKRT [Fx 2012 LALtExET, ThIZLoTH
2O SN, REANOH L WEDFIT 2D T,

SEIJF 3
KIZ [BROR] #HEHALET, RADEHICH L W) FEEFHEYF
PEVETEVIRECE>TVET, HEOEDIRRSICHADEITHEEL
TwEd, FHEFSL V) EFROBOEN, TOFTBRELRBY L, #HF
DEFDI L, KROETHR ) OLIRREEELSKILEZ, SOBH,THY
L EMBREFEVHIKEFZRTT, WASKOILBEEZHEL TWEE, /R
IWRAHET Y, ZhxBo TEIHEDE 2 TOTRATEET T, AW
DONRR ol LHETIEEETHERLIFZ) €3, LI EIK
IASERARTHZZ LR TF, RKid, BRSZEEERZHILL),
ARERL)LEVETH, RBEDEH LT T o720 TTAE T, Thid
RKILUDOBEDOR TR L, B IAKINCHFICHEZ I TSI TWA O THo
e ET, HEZHE-TBRHLDITEVEREFHLIOLS, WEH
DBl HBHETITIREEL, BY IPFKRINCERL, FBELTWLD

—116—



TL72, BRIZBY SOMEIIERL, 2oOERLIITHBELATLINIT,
BRIIHEEOHFLRY, —TLTHEZRITE LRV ET, BRIEIHS
H, KIUABH LICKFET 20T LEVE T, HEOKBEREELFML
RILOFEBEBY K E o) LHTb ), HETHHEFIL, KOBELEER
ENBETRITNERLRVETVET, HELVWHEORIELZ LIk o7
BRIZ, KELH I LHo THLTHHEABVHATICL &) LRRIIBAE T,
FAZANIEMOLETHRVHESFHFLLD, [RERLZ AL IO
REVDORELZELLIZEY EN T, HEZRVCERIE T T, TRV E
PR, BYLIIHICHIZERIIZ), S3ERALIHITRD T T,
EVHEZAT [BROR] E#boTWET, FERAIEHOBR B4
BELIIIC, TOREIZRDZOHD, GEIIEZELPLELTOHNIL) T,
BEORBEOBT, HABIE, RELWIBRTIBEEIGE LW I EEREE
ATVET, ZNCLBE, B) JIZEREMHBEMEEOMII R 25, BRI
MOETRAT Y FIZE>TLEW, TR LALBY) LPELWE 2o THE
ETHEHZ)ETHEVIDTY, [REROR] BEILDPRVZEIIGZ>THLD
FEELWVWHZLETTL, FHOREBIE- XN b0SR2VDT, ZOFEEFHIDA
I TEFRA, HBIE, SNTIIREED T A NVEEILEHEZIC RS T,
HEHNOT—<PEPINEVEERHL, B0 IPRBICZAORONE 25
L) BRRPLEIZLRDEBRTVET, LPLBY IVREE)RLZ00E
TIIHBEL TVETA, BOEZITIC, COFETITHIEHELBEDLZVEW
AT EPREZERbNE T, L) DI, FEIERI,S, HENT LS
ET—HLTVERLTY, BEIK-oZRIEEEZ2TOL23TTL. X
WORLEROBEZHIZ DA, RILOBY LT ERED (4] TwET,
b —2 ] TVEDEBY LOFETT, B) LEZBOFRL L TH
EBROED ERE KR, BESESUESEERL B, HENEZLER
LETHIET, BUHHEO—2DH ) HEHETWE0IZ L, —H., BY
EIAFNE FHELRIITHABHRIIB VT, ZOEEHHEROLT) 2 —

—116 —



FILHoTWEDTY, ZOZLEE, [FROK] 1T ELHTL 284
N, HB5VIEIEEFEICEELTVEDTY, TTHS, BREKELLNBY
IERFHITLIRoTH, BRNTRWIEPFERERT T, ZADRIFHIC
Bhllwiymronnsgsr, FLEEFTBEVWEEILLTLEI 2LE
FhE, ZOMROERII»EbEVDOTYT, 20, [BEOK] &, =&
DEDPFEBICHTLTLED ZLIE o T [REH] 207206 8hbEH L}
Az, RAP—FROBHP LAV LIZE o T [REH] THLERTHELE
ZHLBIDOTY, ZEZNRD [FE] Ak RETH DI & BHRICERD
HEEMIELERZHERBVET,

ZERmOER

LWV DIFT, RBICESLR—ELEIHEDENIZTANVER—Z TSIy
ZIZE L, KEIAANEERD 2T [—RIFR] &, €7 =)+ 2ESNT,
M) I o REZI L EHIs, B4 ICIORDOBVE SN TV ) %P
D LOEFEAMLEND [BROR] LOEIHLITT, BRIAHT, K
BROELELDPELAETHY), ZRIZL > TEEEEZRTWS [—FFR]
TiX, A LWEI MDD L2055 [RikW (BBH)] B1F. 250
0o s 5 [Rikw (RHr)] BES, ZOBREORELE W) RiE%E .
BEHZMED B30, SHMCERLTWET, L2AH, [BROR] TIE,
BHIEVIFHLVHRIZ, KOPEREL LTOREEZIZoE) EFRLTE
D, FRFIEOBKEBELOMEKLEPEHLE ZATRESMZITEE
NEHA, LIAD, CORMOBFIIKREICHFNLZNDTT, B IAEAE
FLTOBEAELYREL, I MATVuEH,E 2%, REFPSARITEIZR > T
L5NDTT, TITHHEDRNIIEA, BRIZ—FFHINEII2HIEA,

[—RIF0] & [BROR] LEBTANEIRRLTVWIERLIE, RO &
IRTETREVHRLEVET, BREKEOZAOESY, dRikn, R
BOIHF L) FRZOLDOIMRERDVIEDIZEN) ZETT, VA - D

—117—



T |EFRIE, DBROBEELEISRLEBESA L [V - Fh—
7] CBIAZABBROKZIIOVTH LTI T2, ZAOBHMFE—O
REBAEIEVHI LI, FONREBIBEROREZOHNR LD TR,
M) 2BLCHEW [B] 2HITI2FEIZH., EREOKEOHNRED
Ren) ZrxBEVTVET, AEOBKLEDOEH L HEOEHE L IR L 55
bS5, V- VvomBE, ftHoRHzH L LEBRDbIETH. [BEXROR]
2EZBIHoTEEL LTI HD EEVET, MFLUREEOLE
By AN, BHEEOEEDD L2 [HRE] [#5] [ERIL] CATE LA
A, HBEREICAD L, EHFZDODLDIEBEFIHEDORLEZH - T-00
FECTERL 2D, KL VI FEFOHINCH S AM-Z iz Ic gL »
I DTuEL, B MBERE, FEPWATOLLEFICHEZRA TV RVEL Y
IERTT--%, RECHED TV AREL [BROR] 0B) LIdBHELT
WHEDTIRZWTL &I Do [BRROK] OBEMA T 0 [ABOR] %
Bz 24259512, [BROR] 2. BoEERLS L, 2L BLTH
REREELOOBMDA =T LA NSLBH L, REOEELLT
DABDREZFENATVREDTIERWTL &9 D%

B IR BEHOTFTEL—1E [BH4)] 902020 L) 2ERBIFHhT €
Ao Tz [BWRAL] OB/zoDEH 2, BEDOL ) RFELZoT, 2TOR
WKHFEEE5ZHLE0) LD TERA, BEOMELD L HIATESEEVL
Bodb, MR THLILDLDICHEBBICTIILLERA, HEZT=
F£0 [HUEX] DLIgAs, R4 LHEEZ THo T ZELVWERKOLIEICE
ZEERPLL, —SHOXEPTABOLBLHIAI L, THEZTA
F£O [FHBE] OMBRMAIBA 2 NEBBRERALDS SRBILAILT 212
Pl BEXBIALLIAIHEETDIEIICRDLEIATRLAI LN
Bulighid, BEICHEDLZ LD, BUZOHAZESE, #HoETL
THLH KR, BY XIBEINTVEDTY, LATE DERIFEL 22°
50, TMAHELZVDPDL ) IZLIEESREVDTT,

—118—



[—HI] 2BV Tid, BELBEZZEUVET I LICLoT, B2k
AL, BAAKD ) LICHLREZ HABHELITETLE, L2L, [BED
K] OBETIX, TOL) REBEHIN—FIIIBEICARTEEL 2> TWANDT
To BROZVWI =73 —B—BEiH L. ZhdaBE L RRICAD o TR
DR TWL, ERBC, BFITBERE LTLOFELERZV, 2909
WRIPED>TVREDTT, Thxdbo TREI-RIERDHBEEY LEZX S
DTER>EVTLEID. LAL, THIRTLSE, LITLHERADKKEHM %
L. @F., BE, Kk —HIZ&E118704, 80ERD ER] 1. B2 [B
EOR] OPPNIZOEREFIIE, BO LI ITBEER S TWAD T do
72DOTL &) B

AERBEALZIIEABRE RS 7MERHE L H Y T4, EHIMEBRICO
ENRORMLEFELORBEZTITEDY T-A, THEIEEERTTT
A5, BAIX19064E 1 [EH] THRoTWwE 3L, B8/ THFII] L) @ik
110 IR L C0ET, T [REAE] X [H] 2L0fEGTH, 4£H
MNOF—<BERENTEIERTVELEVET, TLHREDFITIE, K
BA% [KEESH] LI Bz EE, ChETEHOY Y Vo VATH HEE
NE L7z, 2OLH)IHRYSHR T T OEHICHEILE SNEET 5 DI,
ZOREIHHH=ZABER, BEOKED, BELRRLIINTIHEESR
BT250E16TIERVRLEER)DTT, BF, BHE, RRIEZ, #hEHM
MLZb0ELTTERL, BEVO=ZABFROLETLIERSNBLVLD
POTRZVHALE)OTY, EHIHEHIZ, COREELERLANED=SA
MRE BV, REOREIIHRL TR L) ICBbhEd, Zo0n [
]| PTEDDDONLER, ChZEZVABOBEEDOFTO, BHEDERDD
DHZEICHI BDRDTIREVTL X9 %

=108
BRHIZDEI R L, BOFATH BN A -V ZHVWTEL(E

—119—



BLTwId, BEirLHEoNnA [FERE] (2212 [-RIFF] d#WoT3)
D—MORFEI2IZ, BEOBHET, XOL) LEMEILLTH) L1,
RESAAHLORIC
BoLENAEEPDIZT
HMAEbDICEZEN 25
DWDVE LI A7 LILK %
DI RGN AP YA 5 -

DE LI DEIZ—HREZDLOERLEODP, ZLTEINHEHIZTWLDOR, R
TVWREDBIZIZRZZFEA, RZ201k, BRIZLIFLOM, & LEo
TWBETYT, LPLEDO—2D/NERHRIZIE, BELRREPEITTW
BDTY, BHEOEERHL., AHIIGHOZBEOEERL V) EHTT,
ErH)ELIELSAY2RY, ENEHHOBIILAVEE) DI TISVET,

HMEs

3394 - X5 Y4 FR, FRBE,SOBEMICH L, BREL. #BA - B4 - B
PEOBIB=KIERD TER] 2L 0HITTVAEI LR LZIRBFIZANLZERTH -
ooz, FBBH KT (=R ST A XANBE TS EIEE TR
[ZR| BHBERLIEFHELDOTII RV LB, BRERZXZAD [fiiff]
EVIBEPLRNE, [ER] BRWERRITVELIOTEZV,, LER LM,

=120=



