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The yamamba, or “mountain hag,” is familiar to us as a figure
of folklore. The yamamba is variously portrayed as a man-eating
monster, as a giver of magic gifts, and as the mother of kintaro.
The origin of the yamamba tales is related to the actual existence
of women in the mountains. Besides those born to mountain tribes
there were women serving in mountain shrines, women who had
fled to the mountains due to unbearable conditions at home in the
village, and others. They were an enigma to the village people.
The yamamba figure of folklore reveals the otherness the village
people saw in these mountain women.

The yamamba figure, however, has made its way into the works
of several modern women authors: Tsumura Setsuko, Tsushima
Yuko, and Oba Minako. These women use the yamamba figure in
connection with questions of women and self-identity. Linking the
identities of their heroines with that of the yamamba, they create

allegories of woman in male society. Use of the yamamba figure
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as a symbol of female identity is a metaphorical rejection of
womanhood as it is constructed in male society. The rejection, in
turn, opens up the possibility for female self-definition.

This study thus explores how the yamamba, the eternal other of
folklore, has been rewritten in the modern works of women as a

depiction of self.

I INTRODUCTION

CORKRTIIENET. EEBHTF. REALRTOEANDBRROLEDIERD,
I % SR BERE LTHERALTWAE W) Z 2 HEL, ZOEREER
LET, BERALDERIEHOILELZ LHIFEZZBLTVWEOH», £L T
HEVIRIRICL-TWwDbW2 [ 2E)FELBLTVWIONEEELE
T Bk, o [BECE] #RB0 NUEELR]. ERED [k
OWE] LI ERESHTLE T,

HELOL I, FECPRFBIBST 51U, EAHOBKBLI L S HIZE
BB DFEERRICEI TEADIZA I EHNTE T T, EHLRMEMICH AL
I O0BMm 2R T A2HEERL TVEST, —ATIE, ADoFHE S50
TREIZS LWILEE S T3, LrL, bI)—HTREERLBEORB L
LTHPNTWRILEDH ) T3, —FHVILEDFE TN, AADFHE—
BIZELZ EAEIPNTUET, ILEFAEZBT2EOHVET, FHTHS
ERRBEOME LTEMShTWET,

WAEWAREEIZE 5T, IUDHFIZWABEAEEIZE o789 TTHED
W ZIZINEOFEOTCIC R o7z b LILE A, WIZEATW S RO Z W
720, HBHIE, BR LWOTICHESTLEL7) LAEHDOALD T LD
LT, E2POFHOANCELZE) T, NOALADER»LRAZILORKIZ, B
LWILEE, 50 LWEEDOIBERIC o7t EZLNE T, 25

— 148 —



BN L OTHOANADFE LZILOZIZ VW) [iE] & LTl Tw
I¥, IWEDEHRICOVTIRERD E T [RoOBE] £, IHEED [EF
Wl REHKRD [EFOER] 2L ITBAIhTHET,
BROZANOZEDOIERITHETL 21BN 2 KEEIZ, HEOFIEATY
T3, HAHERTIIEEN, LENICHEP OB TEATOET, LA L,
BLOIMBEDOL )T D) A, BROZUDIEGOILEDO A S 77—
MMbg] #RBALTVEDTIE%RL T, HCRBAOFERLE L THHEZI ATV E
To 2F0, ThoDfEfMIZ, B E2HR LSOOI LEINTNS
OTII %L, BRI B bOREroEFE PN TVET,

BRSO [BECE] T3, 1L BRSO DEARTILENTES
BEH, BB LVWERSEHCOXA Y 77— ICHEXBEINTVWET,

0 KIRI SUMU SATO
BENEHTFO [BECE] X, A Y5 —F27 A, 2F)F 7 A MOFHOT
JAMELT, RROFEIFHY T3, Thid, BREARDEFICL o THAE
ENT, HEDAY 77— %> TVET, RIEHIFLDRFTETFIREDOFER
KAOEBE»SMBETT, NY F - 77 DT,
FBRVILICECAZPEFTORVEZ > TRIZZ WV, BEANHTRTEA
TWBFHOFIIHT TEAES LW, BEid, ARHEETERIZHET
ENLT, BIHOZZDADTFEE Lo TR DIEEFbI, HY1o7-8I3,
WOEELE) &, BHMHU D, e
[SEREVFE R
[MEHICHTL 2DIF A LR, FNZTEENENONLE, ABLW
I DIXEAZZ &A%\, ]
Bi3E o7,
FOFEEHVIERME D BbLedro20Il, BTFRELZFOERDZ L E
BOBErR3 L9 % o7, BBEPRBZITTIER L, REILLEIN

—149—



L)l hoTworiz, (BIEF [BECE] #1989 : 32)
OGRS TELE, TEFEDIHICLTRLEV ) MBEOREZEL
ERONBLIIRBEDI, HELPIIEYET, ZOBRIT, KIEKTH
LIl iEENET, ARTHEILIFELPOLEDRELE VT T, Ln
DR, FEEORIVHELEZMEFLTLEINHTT, £L T, KEEKo T
RITTIT- T, BUMEIOLBENLZ 2122 T3, ZOBRMICHELIZ, HE
DEREAPLRELTROON LR Y TET, BELTROATEEY, 22T
HEOHE,LIE, BRBLW)BREFVDLOE (L] OERBOEELR ML
EV)TEDPGHDET, ETHLRTHRVRIZ, JHERHOBED S AL,
L V) BMORRE SNF T, ILOHFIZVEIRAKIZ, FOMEZRFALT
wEg,
BEREFVPRELDOEHILELNSE L) ICho T OMiE, BEXEH LR
TOBREDX) REPN L > TEHBENTEE T, ARIMBEOLEZLDL L)
5B, BEEEEZO CHORTOWELELE>TVE L) TY, BFiE,
—ANDBTFEREARZENT, ZOBEARICKRIZEINTHHROMAETFtZ
BELZLITEFEA, ZOLBOHELORIT, HERE CEOBREYIETTL
FFEF, LVIHIDIR, REITHEEICES> TV O2bDORMEEER, #FH. &
ANEZDOBAIETEIZAOFHOLDIIFIEE S H T TVEDTT,
COMROKEFTIZ, RYPZFORFELHEOT, BRI IBFeHEL T
WET, BTFIRARALELE-TENEZEFoTERLET, LAL. TLTER
TRVETA, COHESNZERFOERIL, HFOFELHEI) L3, &4
DTIRY ZATLE ) RISHT ZHEELOREANRD & ) ITHE SR TS5
Ko NHEATVWET, N F - T7 bDR)TY,
BLOYDDOHZALTTET, BFEEROL ) ICMUEEHITZ) ko
7o MORTRNELZLORMEIZ LI L LT, BFIEINY FIZH25E
WY, RIS LD Tz, BROF T, RFIIBEXLELHH,
WEZE LTWwz, (FE#i 27)

— 150 —



CZITik, ETFOBMRBIEN o E D LHTVI T, EORIEN T o/
C MRy ELTHABEEINT, EHESIONTVRRVDTYT, ZOREHNA
BHLZEREEZFRLTEAIATVE S, [RFIIROL I TN EE ST
I ola] i, [RFIZBEXSELRDS, MUBEX LTV LwIHER
FTYT, BHRNLAERL LTHELTVWARVDTY, BELFEFTORBEZ L
L. BRIA5RDZENTERVI LR, T4 RATI-ADBRAICR>TWDRE
FHREFICBO DL RIEDRE L AEH 2 FRE LTL2ABRTE 2 VEIR %
52%%,

7z IZAMEFROAIT) Y NI VTV L, [kOELBIE] oFT
BUHHAKOPTRVELEIR) ZEL, ThE2BDLI LI EESNTE
el ERERLTVET, fOLTHY 7LD EIRIZREL SR TWADIRE
NZEEoTVET, ZOEMLANE, RIZLEDT 1 AT —RIIHEMICE
I ESNBIELZBRL, BETAZENTELVWRTFOREL AL C
WHrDEEERET,

BRODHEDFTELRWDIIRFIR, BAOANELZHFOLDIZTHI &
T&FEHA MAUTVYOEETEVET L, 3)TT,

ADBRY)ZRLZ), BHDOLOLRIPORY) ZRBD/DTHZLEIFFSH
WA, BMICHERLTEAE, 20N, A EXRO™A 2 ER
SR EICR5, (HFERIZ [ko&EL BIE] REBTFR A
TIERE 1992128 %,)

If one is not permitted to express anger or even to recognize it
within oneself, one is, by simple extension, refused both power
and control. (Carolyn Heilbrun, Writing a Woman’s Life,
Ballantine Books, 1988 : 15)
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