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A WANDERING POET : HAGIWARA SAKUTARO

Mikolaj MELANOWICZ *

The outstanding Japanese poet Hagiwara Sakutaro (1886-1942)
has been called the “Japanese Baudelaire”. This comparison
contains both, the evaluation of the importance of his work in the
histéry of the twentieth century literature of this country and the
suggestion of the existing internal similarities bringing together the
two poets of different epochs and different as well as distant
cultures.

Here are the main poetic volumes of Hagiwara Sakutaro :
Tsuki-ni hoeru (I am Baying to the Moon,1917), Aoneko (Blue Cat,
1923), Teihon-Aoneko (Standard edition Aoneko, 1936), Cho -
o yumemu (I am Dreaming about Butterfly, 1923), Junjo -
shokyoku-shu (Collection of Naive Songs, 1925), and Hyoto (Ice
Island, 1934).
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This lecture is rather going to be an attempt to present the
lyrical hero (the term serves here to define a kind of synthesis of
many lyrical subjects appearing in a given collection of poems) - the
disillusioned man reflected mainly in the Cho-o yumemu and

Hyoto collections.
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