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“METAMORPHOSIS” IN THE NOVELS OF ABE KOBO
= H Ex

Many of the characters in the novels of Abe Kobo are problematic, in that
they reflect various problems our modern society embraces. Abe’s works
are essentially experimental, because he describes how the characters act
within the fictional space. What makes it difficult for the reader to
understand the behaviour and thoughts of the characters lies in Abe’s
highly sophisticated creative ways of thinking and representation : the
existential questioning of human existence, the development of a surrealist
fantastical world, the construction of situations derived from a complete
sense of four-dimensional space.

What lies at the core of his unique devices of story-telling is
“metamorphosis” or transformation, whose processes are delicately captured.
This is not to say that Abe merely casts his ideas into images within the

framework of his definitive theoretical scheme. In this way, his imaginative
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powers drive his readers headlong into their own fantastical adventure. His
chief motif is transformation A And the fictional space which changes itself
through his method of “metamorphosis” can be said to be what his
creativity crystallizes into.

If we pay attention only to the details of the novels without perceiving the
perpetual transformation of his fictional space, we will find Abe’s works
seem nothing but strange, bizarre, and fantastical. It is quite natural that
his readers attempt to find the key to understand his difficult world through
going beyond the limits of his text. However, we need to actively
approach the novels with the determinnation to reconstruct the process of
streamlined transformation of the fictional space through the effect of
individual settings. A close reading of the text is, therefore, essential. This
strategy is to be the close analysis of Abe’s signs through which we should
see what is unseen.

I would like to investigate the meaning and function of metamorphosis in
Abe’s works—in particular “Dendrocacalia” (1949), “The Red Cocoon” (1950),
and “The Crime of S. Karuma” (1951) —and to consider tentatively how Abe

represents human existences.
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