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“DRE AMS” IN TOWAZUGATARI
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In the most famous medieval woman’s diary Towazugatari, the word
yume (“dream”) appears 66 times. Of these, those referring directly to
dreams experienced by the author Nijo total twelve: eight dreams about
herself, two dreams about Gofukakusa-In, one dream about Yuki-no-Akebono
and one dream about Ariake-no-Tsuki. Nijo’s dreams can be classified as (1)
four dreams relating to her late father Masatada, (2) three dreams about her
pregnancy, (3) one dream of the ghost of Ariake, (4) one dream warning her
of the death of Gofukakusa-In and (5) the others three dream.

Those in (1) are the first and last dreams in the first volume, and form the
center of the work’s psychological world. They show the relationship
between Nijo and her late father, hinting at Nijo’s sense of unease, her sense
of loss of a guardian figure, her release from her father’s control, in addition
to expressing her psychological and physical state and her new “discovery”

of her father’s role. The dreams in (2) utilize the dream format as a new

*KIM BunSuk BE A% HEH XERAE, RILAFRERECESE L. BRE=F8%, 3
EREAFRBISIE. £ F AP, FE [EREOMRE] THAEL RE 2K
EhWAEZDS] [BAXER] @ [RFOANMB - (L&Al 2hieLT-][TER
FAED] LBFEZL0MEEDCoT- [TEPRL] 26 [BE] ~-] 2EPH2%.

_9._..



narrative method , in which the author’s pregnancy and birth are announced
within her dreams. The dreams of (3) (4) and (5) disclose an outpouring of
desires directed toward specific lovers.

This summary of dreams in Towazugatari reveals an attachment to
various persons and a transformation from a “systemized” time sphere to a
“festive” time sphere, as well as showing a change in Nijo’s intellectual

stance from a “non-medieval” to an “anti-medieval” one.
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