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SPATIAL VORTEX AND BRIDGE TO THE
OTHER WORLD IN WAKA
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In Japanese poetry, be it waka, or modern poetry, place is always
acquiring a special significance — this is a well-known fact. Of course, the
poetry of other countries also considers place as an important category, but
one can say that the history of waka is remarkable in this respect. In the
period of transition from the folklore songs kayo to the phase of written
literature the concept of place, which was always being thought the most
important in the Japanese culture, was transmitted among the others,
though this concept has naturally undergone some mutations. The waka of
Nara and the beginning of Heian periods maintains in many respects a
strong connection with the world of myth and ritual, and, to all probabilities,
the formation of waka’s devices was influenced not only by the Chinese
literature, but by the folklore songs, customs and ideas as well. And one

such device which is directly connected with the notion of place and which
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is, as far as I know, unique in the world literary history, is, of course, the so-
called uta-makura. There have been quite a number of studies on
utamakura in recent years that have tackled its structure and function, and
I shall not consider this device here.

What I intend to focus on is the characteristics of space and place in waka.
In mythical worlds, space is not homogenous. In a similar way, the spatial
points that appear in waka are various. One of the concepts common to
waka and, for instance, the ritual prayers Norito given in “Engishiki” (X
century) is that of place as a point where communication between this world
and that world is possible. Riverbanks, crossroads are places of a special
sacred nature : here a sort of spatial vortex is formed and one can
communicate with the other world and has a chance to produce some effects
on one’s own future. The borderline between this world and the other one
is also full of supernatural powers. This paper explores how the way to
handle these powers changed from magical devices to poetical devices,

focusing mainly on the way space is classified in waka.

HADBKTIE. AHTHIL. BUCHTHIL BT Fh RO EH
A oTHHEVS ZERECMBNT A, Wi BEOFKD LI BV
COPIREIEAR L H T T ) — T B A5, AIBOREL XS
BELOLLI T EARLTV S, KEOWRL ST FLS R S 0¥
FCOBBT, HELIZE 5> T2 b RYIIHbI Tz "B L5998
LId 7 b AAREAE D > T b, RSB TR HAIO L S0, ZEFR
L R ORINES < LT D® 5 RIEN & DM O X 3§
STBY . MEROREN L Fikb, WELEOPBETTIEA . OFETHib
LCwrBERethsk ) BeAL. RI7 &% KM L TR, '
B> TV A FEE LT, MEOTECHEL SV E BhRbER S



BliE, Wik, BHTH D, T V) DI, WHEZFROLETE MEE LT
9 CFEM T 7=y 7T, SbiE, MfkehitXEL LTPFORITHET
BHho WHICH L TRIES TOH LWIRSBN T, ZOFLEoOHE L ZED
KBELHHENRTVAEDT, T TEF LDV, KICHrA L, T
%< OHEMEDHML TV L L, HRORZ M) —DLHh T, 2=—s LT
BThh, BZHL, B0, BIOMIIHFZLMMOETH /72w 2
ETHDH, W DL, WAL BT 2MAEHAT, TotEBR LN
ERESEEDTH 5,

Mgk 2T Ta Ll BARMEERICBW T, B0k kEiz. >4
FTTHRIFEINTRZZLE VS THELIZZPEVEEbNS, BIZ/2WwT5H
ANOREE L, FHEAICE o TE. BALDOF 2, BLOEODEDTH
BEESTEVTHS ). BRNEBEIMHEATHIHEAATH- T, Hfl
DOEBDHRT, P, BEHALVER) HANIRICHENEZ FHA,
L, FFE DO~ —2 2015, RHOF~NT HANZ, HS % Ef
B O TEMT ALERICREINT, TELLETRIHAZAIA) LT
bo ZTNEHFEEFOMPVHEITHE WA, BHITOMSEERL L T2
BROMHD HARATHETN, WHESHKOZEZHOMER L Ro>Twb,

BRAAROTEH, hHEZMIE, [Bof% ) — ] LwHRophT, H
AOBERR, BHEEEKO [REFEC] LVIFIREECLT, KOLHITH
WTW5, [HHEZE, BRICHTLIMEEL L TH oL bR 2T -2 DI,
WADBRERADEEOREATH > 720 2L 21E, WEENTORZEE,
BEEFTTHL, HEZORD, S50, PAPFLLELLFELEITORR,
PEEVPFANAATHEELAZRKEIFTORE R L LT d, 29 Lo
MRER ST, FIETHHRL EALSBVH LI2VHRIZ, BALZT TSR
(v ZORTHDHY, LEIDIE BHIZOLOBERSEL) EL2H,ST
H5b.]

FREBRNTICE L, ZBRRCOHPEZDOALIIB VT L RHXTICHF



TTWb, BT, EHOMET, BREOHL®LBEEHERTL L), EiE
MEBRTHL, ORERLFOXEX ZOE»ORLE, BT, [EEX]
OBEATIEZ, [HED, kb LwIHBlaiE 4, T{Ed] LEHIEE
TREINTWV S, FlziX, BHOROHFATIE, [ <ENEDBITED T,
S5 EHTD. REFPAEZFESIT LT HF <, B LEH 0% Lo
TN, HBICRBIIAE~NEOD ]

[TI%%E] OB OREOBEMR A A — VB XHICBWTWEHN S DOH)
ELLTHTYVS, flz X, [HEE] IBRA, MK, No324i2id, HHE
OEVERETE) L) BfEE, ES, KEShIEMEL LTH 2012,
%ﬁwﬁ%&¢%®ﬁ%i30<gﬂ%ifwéoEﬁﬂ)%%ﬁMtiﬁ
BRI L 8 CICAED2 BOBO KR E 12 £8 W HE H)o0b
LEFEIZE WHEO EEFE L ML [ThhbdosbRw
Bl v 4 A—=T0F, No9o7iZ [+ o bt oINS AFHEIRL
LUICAD2 Wolto sRkmic #Rc meELLasst] &b
%o

DL %A A—=Ti3, BHEICEME EZROFK— EART 5L miEd 5 & [Fk
12, BRI 2B BN R TFEEA A=—VUDPRLTVAEET) T EAHIGEEL
TwaEEbhs,

HALIZ B 25085 2% EIE. »2¥BHEOEZ TR, Kbl o
T, MEHEICHTL 20MOFBIC2Pbo TV AT EENE V. TNH6D) b,
AR FBFE W EROBKENE 2 2 ISR TE I ). WK
2E5E, HROZMED Y 4 THIRBE VI DX, BAROM 4 OB-FHI.
HRFY D rOMFFEIBE T A ML LiES T, RABZWVWHETH Y, [HHEL]
R [HAER] THTL 2/, BRTIEOVTWE25 267 LR
BoTRWwinewn) Ztildbd, bH)VEDOERLZEIE. HAOM 21213,
Ui H-TH, ZOLAHENL. MOBRHTEE-E ) LEABZVEV)I T ETH
5o ZL DA, TNRIBPFOLHMTH S, L) Did, MAITERRICITH



GTHBENLTHEb, ELMbNTWEEY, [EZER] OWRFAITBIT 5,
[FAAK] OEGICBIAEORBOLH T LI [—EDOHFIZVH- L2
B ELTHTL 5, COHADHMODHE X, L2 THLER)IDT, £
DED B —ABTBETHORESHEENIOVTRLIGE S 2,

M. MOLHNL. B2 bo TV RVEELHD ) b, LIL, O
BADKESE, FOLFNE. ST ST LBATRANIC, HTOMSIIED
o MOKFIELICE o TS, HDHVIIBEFHOLFTICHNT, ZhILE
TWLREREH-RVWERDLIS, Bl FREAXMEORE. KEXEMOE
WHE, FIvdy 33 M SbEE Xidh,

MHOLM OO LT, IR ED L H BTV 5, [72L
213, BAKHRTPEBROED SHEROKRME L TREBShTwi, (-
) ZoBEARFICEEAOMST O TWS (Thbb, #7r3IAVF /3
b, 7YRYIAM, TA2ANER/ I, RANI FVITER/ I
Ik, LA Lbhbhidsod., RANONOH 4 2 242 MHHOH» 5 —H,
i EE, WEENRY, IKHMSh A ERAFHOBREE2EELNUEDLT
X721, TRAMM] o%a, HBEOTHOL LICEEST LY/ 35~ KH
BEA4 IV AOZHOMOEIX. ThEh, LE, BE, TELMEINS,

ST, AT 2 MO AL, AT ZWEEICH. EHIC
B sftofiE, RELXKL. BT R AZ0MOIFE 2, 1
FROSERENVTES &, [HORFTOEILEZTILZLHE V] 2O
I miEsid, 4Bk KIEOHE I, BT ZRISKE Vv Tw
Bo ZLTC, S0k %, BIZRZ RV, ARRRI o &L b2 VO
AEW L, RUROEIZ, —EOBEIC (728 213, BILOB) —EDHPTIC
AoTWVBEVIRRTH L. ZDE) HREIIFHLERE DL IR D
DT, HEAOMOBZE 2 AEOME L IIHFRIZB[FIT TV 5,

HHEWT, [HEEL] THTL 2 [MEZLoR] [HFHOF], [ZLHODA
%] ZOYREY, MOREE DA LANEFALEEEZLObDELTERS



ENTED, Wik TODOOHRIE, TAFKOFOTWEESEIDLNT
v, hEd, MAEBRLE)REBZEONY -V 22T BRELT
K7L BABTHAI,

AR O EZIOSE, (B0, »50vid, B0 £ 55
SEIE, XFEL @HTEL RIS,

T, BT, BV L TOXEMBERMIE o7z b o LR L AT
T&7ve TTHEIT, EXONL01E, ARLFIIBOTIR, B2
ELTOZEBIY, BTORENL D EG. HALDYE, ZHIE, Ll
T, BARMLEE L TEEE - T, (L] ORBICAB S W2/,
KB 2 IEHEZ b > Twb, ZOBBRRAKOMIL. HAMGE» %
FREWZEEEEZ DN, XENR T4 7 Y a YO PANHEEROEENE %
LALIANVF L LTI FEDLNETHA 9,

O TLHFW LRI TR AT [HHE] & THAERL] oEEARD
METHY, ZOL2OMAOEEHIE. BREVCHIKANOHITEIEHNTE
BZAH, H2VEEYOREERLTVD, EEHIDIX, FIZE vrio
Bix, [WER] ckae, BRPOEDE 572205 HIZND, EOHO 5T
& bITS S e SET, #RBO [F0oA] & TA/FTI e R
ST, IMEALR] ofoIcTRZERICIE, HEORD, ERZEORE
P2, TEZ AR, HE. B,

[TEE] oRTIE, B BBIEZOEEYSL LI EEKH) D, ZOME
Wi NEToEBRoTBY, HEOT 7% ) —, HloFE5E2ZTFTANT,
I O—fEE LTHIEEL TV 5,

KIZ, DI S RO R, E\ABEHRICES S HED MY 72684, K
Hik, 4. BEOBKRTEYHOorbEv. ADECFEHOBELHEICHL T
#2720

MMEEX] ofFAICELIN TS L), AR, WHOEIE, REAH
MAERIEE2T (AEESLT) LIAFTTHD, L) Did, [KROBEL O



&, HOBEIOMRY, FEDOZ2VLEA, HEOHE D) VEIMRTRY ., F
WORIL, ST ST, HOBOENE T 2mA, KiEIHHHET T, BEX
D EIE. MOMEORD T, AhKRBAS AT, BOMOEYRTL
Ry, KBz LbH|FT e i

IhAEEFMVELT, [HEE] Tk KRBEIERZTHELICL-T, £
MAHED T, FHEMEVE LT, BHOBM TN T 2 BOOW) % %
BHDICT B, TOWHE, KEIZ, ZoEBZ 5, E)HRAOFELEE L THE
BLTBY, Lok, Zo0HRORE, FNONE DO E 25, IO
12, SOt ERICFERICE L TV 2 o%And, K (WEEICHT L3 EY
eSS4, vFHAH), AR EL HEHVE FhETH o7z, THEERX]
ORI Z OB, FEREBCHTHO DIV TRO L) ILEDRT
Wk, [EEOBON\EHHED, \BEOHGIZIIINYTIF VALY
EDDHFEARDOD e FDEIH %, ROV — U HKET B HT, ZORICMRE
ADOBFFATELZFOWEEDO L) %, FER LA R LA 5,

F 72, BRABLEFEZOHIE. [H50) LU0l 2F ), WREK
DOEW BV ERIZ. ZEONBOEO EIZfTbiiz, MEE L EiLo R
S¥DZDOEML. BREBELERL T, XFEOBEL o7

e, [HEE] ORMKICBOTOHBERE W) IR REXE 2R
LTWh, 4 B LT, BROBEICOWTEZLTEEZ IV,

(] 1B EvI) FAZELHKIE. 218 T KEHROELE,. BOR,
HHVIINOBRIZ, EARYIEEFST, BTHAEE-TWS (25 [BRLED
¥, Booo#z%L] 79 [NEOA+RELT HE BALDD] 2ET
Hb)o TOTRTOXNREBO THETT DL, BEWVI EZAHD, ARFOH
REMAEZEREZATHY, FITVBIEKAIZE - Tid, JIh AL FRAT
WFFo7m Ay LR BARANEHHMZII 2= — Y 3 YWEET, €
OBIHTIE, HHOEHEELAZHEVEL, E2AO6NEDT, T2, 22
THANME, 232y —YaryOliEEzndbnd, BRTHEEZ LN,



FICHEWERNL, WL, —20ie LTEDRA TV AR TH 2. 7%
b, [HHEE] 27123 TERSS ATHERIE FEJEd BEICLAR
HZLabthdl LdHd, ZOOEMOBEIIHL Y — ¥ E LTERIMOTHT
CHBELTIE, B, THAHEK] O ERXER, 304, KEOHIZ,
JIBIZ > T B REJINZRE LS XRAH B D EOHHIZL > T, K
OB 2L MO 2L LT, B %, @iz o8 LTIRY &)
TENTERLEEDNS,

HMEs

WSS, & 2 AT U 4 %% 5o TW b L v ) ZOBFNIOV T, Hk b A,
BT, %] 72 RS Lv) SReMucimizMbh, BEEPS
. Til%] LI, EHL0RE QBT TELEMEV) LT, MRS
T77 =t LTHWILDREE VI BN Do LKA SR E 5, (%] &0
LI LTHANBIBIC O Ao TV O, FLVBBDSH S & Lol ik
s Sz, '
M)LK, RT3 2=, —Yar2da5L LT RECH-7: 7]
BTzl i 8 AN FFADOFEALSEIEERIONEIOND, THIVIE
K RIELED) A TmTrLENHL LIS, $72 THRICBIT 2] LI BE:
DI TERLSABBLLTVOTE AV E V) BRERB SN,



