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<BURYING THE JUG> AS BORDERLINE

From Cultures beyond the Sea Jomon Cultures to Manyo Songs

o 1 x

In Manyoshu, the line “this auspicious pot, celebrating I dug a hole and
place it” can be found in three poems and the line “I place this auspicious
pot” can be seen in four poems. Two other poems contain similar
expressions.

Since Keichu, these lines have been interpreted as “placing a pot with
sake”. If they would refer to “placing a pot with sake”, they would have
more likely to have been written in a different way, such as “placing an
offering of sacred sake (miki)”, or, “placing an offering of sacred sake
(miwa)”. As long as the lines are written as “placing a pot”, one must take
into consideration that the thing placed is not “sake”, but “a pot”.

Moreover, since the lines say “dug and place”, I suggest that they refer to
the pots the archeologists have discovered to be placed around kofun.

The burying of jugs in the Jomon period, as well as the custom of burying
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jugs in China and Korea will be taken into account in an attempt to point to
the possibility that “the pot” may have had a function of creating a
borderline between “inside” and “outside”, between the world of reality and

the one of spirits/ghosts.

Note “pot” and “jug” have the same meaning. What Manyoshu, Kojiki and

Nihonshoki calls “pot”, Jomon archeology calls “jug”.
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