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The discussion on realism and idealism in the columns of the Nation

has been a very interesting one.
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Mr Stillman’s clear definition of realism and idealism respectively as

work done from nature and work done from an inner conception, is of

great service.
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The art of painting has two distinct sides:.., a purely ideal side,



corresponding to music, and a realistic or imitative side, ...... (abbr.) ..a
work of pure realism would be the literal imitation as closely as possible
of natural objectives, without any choice, arrangement, or composition.

This we should recognize as painting, but it could not be called art.
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The instant the painter selects forms, ballances collors, composes
lines, he introduces a larger or smaller portion of idealism into his work,

and becomes, in so far, an artist.
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The instant the artist introduces into his harmony of colors and lines
the faintest reminiscence of any natural object whatever, he has put a

certain portion of realism into his work, and is, in so far, a painter.
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Any of several philosophical theories that there is no reality, no world
of objects or “thing-in-itself” apart from a reacting mind or
consciousness; that only the mental is knowable.

“BRITANIKA WORLD LANGUAGE DICTIONARY"
LALERUTOL I RERESDHLIEBHETDH S,

In literatute, the development of subject matter following an
imaginative or preconceived idea of perfection instead of adhering

strictly to facts; opposed to realism.



In art, the endeavor to attain perfection by improving and uniting in
one form all the best qualities to be found in different individual forms.
Idealism creates in conformity with a preconceived ideal; realism

restricts the imaginative faculty. (Ibid.)
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We all acknowledge that the office of historian is not precisely that of
the novelist, and that there is a sphere in which the latter may convey
instruction of a value equal to that conveyed by the former. The
‘historian does not and cannot descend into domestic life. Nations in

their national capacity and in their doings are his theme; with battles,
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sieges, treaties, senates, cities, he deals. He may paint manners; but
only in the mass. He may give details of private life; but only to exhibit
the hidden strings which guide the men who guide nations. But
domestic life has also its instructive lessons.
(Peter Bayne “Essays in Biography and Criticism” New York: John
W. Lovell, Publisher, 1881 p.369)
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