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Edward G. Seidensticker, The Tale of Genji. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1976, 1048

Quite as if he belonged there, he slipped into the girl's bedroom. The
women were astounded, Shonagon more than the rest. He must be
mad! But she was in no position to protest. Genji pulled a singlet over
the girl, who was trembling like a leaf. Yes, he had to admit that his
behavior must seem odd: but trying very hard not to frighten her, he
talked of things he thought would interest her. “You must come to my
house. I have all sorts of pictures, and there are dolls for you to play

with.” She was less frightened than as first, but she still could not sleep.



Arthur Waley, The Tale of Genji. London: George Allen and Unwin, 1935,
100-1018

---and so saying, as though it were the most natural thing in the world,
he picked up the child in his arms and carried her to her bed. The
gentlewomen were far too astonished and confounded to budge from
their seats; while Shonagon, though his high-handed proceeding greatly
agitated and alarmed her, had to confess to herself that there was no
real reason to interfere, and could only sit moaning in her corner. The
little girl was at first terribly frightened. She did not know what he
was going to do with her and shuddered violently. Even the feel of his
delicate, cool skin when he drew her to him, gave her goose-flesh. He
saw this; but none the less he began gently and carefully to remove her
outer garments, and laid her down. Then, though he knew quite well
that she was still frightened of him, he began talking to her softly and
tenderly : ‘How would you like to come with me one day to a place
where there are lots of lovely pictures and dolls and toys?” And he
went on to speak so feelingly of all the things she was most interested
in that soon she felt almost at home with him. But for a long while she

was restless and did not go properly to sleep.
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Virginia Woolf “The Tale of Geniji: The first Volume of Arthur Waley’s
Translation of a Great Japanese Novel by the Lady Murasaki”, Vogue

Magazine (London Edition) 1925.

No: Lady Murasaki is not going to prove herself the peer of Tolstoi and
Cervantes or those other great storytellers of the Western world. Some
element of horror, of terror, of sordidity, some root of experience has
been removed from the Eastern world so that crudeness is impossible
and coarseness is out of the question, but with it too has gone some
vigor, some richness, some maturity of the human spirit failing which

the gold is silvered and the wine mixed with water.
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