Research on the Toganoo collection

- from the perspective of the materials previously kept in the Kakujo-in
IKUURA Hiroyuki

The UCLA Toganoo collection consist of Buddhist texts collected by scholar of
Shingon Buddhism Toganoo Shoun #HE#:E (1881~1953) who had held positions
of director of Koyasan University Library, president of Koyasan University
and The Institute of Esoteric Buddhism. The collection is made of pre-modern
Japanese esoteric Buddhism texts and books published after 1868.

Dean of The Department of Oriental Languages of UCLA, Ensho Ashikaga
JEFNIE IE took the lead in purchasing the collection from 1962 to 1963 through
Shozui #£Fi, son of Shoun. The department needed to improve Buddhist texts in
Oriental Library at that time for the establishment of a course on Buddhism.
66 texts selected among around 110 pre-modern Japanese texts are published
in a facsimile edition, Toganoo Collection Kenmitsu Tenseki Monjo Shuser,
published by Hirakawa Shuppansha.

However, the compilers of the facsimile edition had not take any notice
about the collectors seal and signatures of ownership on covers of the
woodblock printed books and manuscripts of the whole collection. That
valuable bibliographical information is also omitted in the Catalog of Rare
Japanese Materials at the University of California, Los Angeles compiled by
Jun Suzuki and Mihoko Miki and published by Tosui Shobo in 2000.

My research for 10 days in East Asian Library in this year revealed
that the collection contains a lot of information about the formation, the
accumulation, and the utilization of Buddhist texts in temples in pre-modern

Japan. Above all, collectors seal and signature of Kakujoin E#F5% in Mitoyo
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city, where Shoun served as chief priest, and temples located in neighboring
city show a relation with Kazumaro Nakayama H1L1—J& as a representative
conducts “Protection and maintenance of library in Kakujoin for basic
research’.

The collection contains several texts formerly owned by Kakujoin like
Daibirushana jobutsu kyo sho RIEBJEMEIEALKLHE, whereas collector seal of
Ishana-in, located in same city, appear on the first page of the text. It is also
confirmed that ownership seals and signatures of Honzanji A< 11135, Konkoji
463 in the same Mitoyo city, Hozenji F 355 in Sanuki city, Sairenji 783
Fin Shikokuchuo city Ehime Prefecture, Jippoji E#t5F in Saijo city. Nariaiji
HeAEER in Miyazu city Kyoto, Homanji sy in Ayabe city, Eifukuji AU&F
in Taishi city Osaka, Enmeiji ZE#y3F in Kawachinagano city are marked and
written down.

Those bibliographical informations reminds us that priests practicing
Buddhism study used to read the texts come to Shoun's hands later.
Signature and seal of Chtudo 1 served the chief priest of Kakujoin also appear
as former owner on the texts. These texts seemed to hand down to shoun
through study of esoteric Buddhism.

The books published after 1868 also deserves attention as historical
documents of international relationship of Buddhists in Koyasan, including an

autographed volume of a book written by Beatrice Suzuki.
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