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Niwa Fumio, ‘Surface of the Sea’ (excerpt) T /¥— |k F % ¥ )Ll
Liven up, “Walk man, walk; doesn't matter how-just walk'em to death.”
Livened up a bit, you decide not to flinch and sink beneath the level you’
re at. But something was on his tail. He walked in a rush, bumping into
others’ shoulders. Stuck in a jam, he'd feel jittery, as if people around
him could see through his loneliness. Still he plowed on, from the Second
District down to Kinokuniya. From this point, walking at this pace, with
this look on his face and buffeted by waves of people, it became impossible
to hold onto himself. The choice was to slip on the water sprinkled on the
sidewalk, or trip on one of the pavement stones.
—As images like these came to mind, - Shaichi decided not to
backtrack up the main avenue, but turned instead onto a back street.
Walking down the alley, he felt like his thoughts were walking one or two

feet ahead of him, and that his body was being pulled along in their wake.
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